Using Oracy to support
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Glenwood
Context

Glenwood is situated in the Shankill Road area in West Belfast
with approximately 500 pupils.

We are a 3-form entry We 'have approximately /0% of

“ school with 5 Special children on free school meals and
SEERR . ., Provision classesanda = 2/% on the SEN register.We have a
e —— *—-—__=§§ Nurture unit high number of children with social,

emotional or behavioural needs.
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Before vs Now

Lack of Consistency

Everyone trained in, and
following, the T4W approach

Annual Reading and 2 High-quality, inspiring teaching of

Writing Weeks y writing all year round
e

Broad curriculum with : e A clear whole-school progression,

unstipulated texts with specific units
w

Fragmented teaching of Literacy | Holistic approach

“’

Worry about expecting too

much of children High expectations

e p—— B ———
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Why this approach?

Talk for Writing is based on how children learn. It places the learner at the heart of
the teaching and learning process. It helps the children become better speakers,
listeners, readers, writers and thinkers.

It includes an effective teacher thinking aloud, articulating their thought processes
and demonstrating reading and writing approaches. The children are engaged in
talking through ideas and refining their spoken and written expression.
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The Power of the Story

Stories are truly magical, at the heart of every culture - shape how we see the world.

All children should have the opportunity to bump the troll into the river, chase the
naughty gingerbread man and stir the magic porridge pot. They need to climb
beanstalks, defeat giants and go to the ball. Stories break down barriers and bring
Deople together.

Storytelling as an oral art is a key skill that can be taught and developed across school.
It provides children with the power to tell a tale, hold an audience, project their voice
while speaking clearly and modulate expression in relation to meaning.



The Power of the Story

The more stories children have been read and told the larger their inner world.

Oral retelling is an active and powerful way to internalise language and develop

linguistic competency. Listening to a story is central, but retelling and developing a
story is @ more potent, active form of learning.

Humans are story creatures who need language and story in order to thrive.
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. Cold Task- Defeating the Monster
Wite a paragroph describing what happened. to

Mr Wﬂghx,

Show me What you know * . j_:. s g
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know. This will be used to set targets and can - m Ucigbt o "n.;.;;%;,_,;",__'_"}:'_ = e

_DoHd }kvwe Ak ot

be compared agalnst at the end of the - _m.a:« o1y iw ,tw_,_um,i.““* 2
teaching unit. | - | e

i Monster St

* I will use the All the Time Toolkit in my work.

* I will use descriptive techniques for example, adjectives, alliteration, .
* I will use verbs to show action.

* I will try to use cursive handwriting,
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Imitation Stage

This phase involves students learning
and internalising a model text through
repetition, actions, and discussion to
build a strong understanding of its
structure and language features.

When children retell a model story, their
expression provides the meaning and
the punctuation.
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Internalise model text through story mapping
and actions

Grammar activities
Sentences patterns
Punctuation
Key language features
Drama activities

Short Burst Writing
Read as a reader -vocabulary -comprehension
Read as writer - box up structure of the text

- co construct toolkit (writers tricks and tools)
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Independent Application

This phase is when students use what they have learned to plan and write
their own piece, applying the structures, language, and techniques they have
internalised throughout the unit.

The chlldren will use their co constructed writing toolkits to help them
create a powerful effect for the reader.

- Hot Task- independent writing
. Teacher, peer and self-assessment
- Teachers compare hot and cold tasks to
aSSess Progress
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Writing - Handwriting

Writing and forming letters on blank sheet
Sitting letters on a single line
Writing letters and words between two lines

Writing in handwriting books that have three or four lines
These books provide a scaffold for consistency with ascenders and descenders and the body of the letter

Proficient handwriting fluency liberates children’s creativity
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Writing - Transcription

Daily work on sentences, paragraphs and writing tools is key to developing young writers.
Practise precise objectives related to the stories they write, the effects they wish to create while also addressing
any weaknesses in their writing.

Endlessly practising the wrong thing without intervention only leads to children developing inaccurate spelling,
poor punctuation and clumsy sentence construction.

Short burst writing is most effective when coupled with attentive feedback that addresses common errors and
ensures the core objectives are met.

The challenge with writing is that ‘what you write is what you learn’, and it is only too easy to practise and
embed inaccuracies and weaknesses.
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Writing - Composition
Audience and Purpose, choose words - every word earns it's place

Preparing children to write - generating and judging lies at the heart

Plan - allows children to generate lots of ideas without the pressure of developing
each idea into a story. Teacher can model how to ‘day dream’ like a story writer

Draft & craft - time spent shaping ideas pays dividends later, resulting in stronger
more polished writing.

Refine - key part of the writing process centres on feedback, children need to
undertsand what works and why, what could be improved, how to identify and correct

Inaccuracies.

Publish - opportunities to share their work.
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Outcomes

-Oracy based approach to support language skills

-Supports memory and retention

-Increases confidence during independent writing

-Develops an expanded vocabulary

-Enhances understanding of different text structures
-Collaborative approach to learning

-lncreases motivation and engagement during literacy activities
-Encourages creativity

-Improvement in end of year standardised testing - every year
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Key elements to success

Exceptional Whole school

Start with Why i ]
training progression

Auningigh Visit to training New Literacy

centres Policy

Longterm goals

Investing in New skills
resources overview

MONITORING &
EVALUATION

Planning &
Evaluating

Lesson
observations

Book monitoring
Pupil voice

Video evidence

RELENTLESS
LEADERSHIP

Keep pushing
forward

Finding solutions

Leading by
example

Celebrating
success
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Thank you

Inspiring Creative Writers - Pie Corbett & Jamie Thomas 2025

Creating Storytellers and Writers - Pie Corbett & Julia Strong 201/

The Book of Dragons - Pie & Melanie Corbett

Creating Curious Readers - Pie Corbett & Jamie Thomas

Bringing words to life - Isabel L. Beck, Margaret G. McKeown & Linda Kucan
Strong Foundations: A Literacy Framework for Primary Schools
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