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newcomer_total Sum of newcomer

Voluntary and Private Pre-school 181
Nursery Schools 463
Primary - Nursery and Reception 811
Primary and Prep (Years 1-7) 14,141
Non-grammar 4,510
Grammar 649
Special 215

Enrolments

Special Educational Needs (SEN)

20,970

3,553
Newcomer Pupil with 
Special Educational 

Needs

6%
of pupils

Total Newcomers      Information

A newcomer pupil is one who 
has enrolled in a school but who 
does not have the satisfactory 
language skills to participate 
fully in the school curriculum, 
and the wider environment, and 
does not have a language in 
common with the teacher, 
whether that is English or Irish.  
It does not refer to indigenous 
pupils who choose to attend an 
Irish medium school. 
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Top 5 Languages spoken by Newcomers

Percentage of pupils entitled to Free School Meals

Newcomer pupils entitled
to Free School Meals

4,958

Free School Meal Entitlement (FSME)
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Newcomer pupils over time
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26%
of Non-newcomer pupils

 are entitled to FSM

24%
of newcomer pupils are 

entitled to FSM

Newcomer Pupils
Source: Northern Ireland School Census, 2025/26


