DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIONS

THE EDUCATION (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 2006
Specified Number Directions (Northern Ireland) 2017

The Department of Education® makes the following directions in exercise of

the powers conferred by Articles 18(2), 19(2) and 22(1) of the Education
(Northern Ireland) Order 2008°.

In accordance with Article 22(2) of that Order the Department has consulted
the Education Authority and the Council for Catholic Maintained Schools.

Commencement, application and interpretation

1. These directions come into operation on 1 September 2017 and apply
to ordinary schools until revoked or replaced by a subsequent direction.

2. In these directions “ordinary school® means a grant-aided school which
is not a special school.

Access to courses: specified number of qualifying courses for pupils in
key stage 4

3. The Board of Governors of an ordinary school shall, in relation to all
registered pupils at the school who are in key stage 4, provide access
to at least 21 qualifying courses.

Access to courses: specified number of qualifying courses for pupils
over compulsory school age

4. The Board of Governors of an ordinary school shall, in relation to all
registered pupils at the school who are over compulsory school age,
provide access to at least 21 qualifying courses.

Revocation

5. The Directions specifying the minimum number of qualifying courses
ordinary schools must provide access to for pupils in key stage 4 and
for pupils over compulsory school age, which came into operation on 1
September 2013, are revoked.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Education on 13 April 2017.

* See the Departments (Northern Ireland) Order 1999, (S.1. 1999/283 (N.L. 1))
®S.1. 2006/1916 (N.L 11)
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