
Sure Start in Northern Ireland
2018/19 - Key statistics

Total DE funded Sure Start Projects
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38

Source: Census 2011 and Sure Start Play Database

Expansion of Sure Start (2013-2017)

- 4 new Sure Start
projects created-
now 38

- 13 projects expanded their
exisiting boundaries as a
result...

- Sure Start now in 21 new
wards and 4 new SOAs
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25%

Provision in at least the 25%
most disadvantaged areas

Sure Start Funding
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10

20

30

2001 2018

39,000 children (and their
families) eligible to receive Sure
Start services

Over 31,000 0-3 year olds (and their
families) registered with their local
Sure Start

22,828 (62%)
of eligible 

families

Sure Start - Development Programme for 2-3 Year Olds

145 Programmes
(funding for at least one in every
Sure Start)

Over 1,700 children
attended the
Developmental
Programme

Over 6,000 home visits

919 adults per month
attended Stay & Play
sessions

Over 38,000 families
attended Play
Programmes 
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DE funding of Sure Start has almost tripled in the last 18 years

-DE funding
2018/19 £25.5m

18,661 (52%) 
of eligible 

mothers

2,551 (28%) 
of eligible 

fathers
are accessing Sure Start services

Number of Sure Start Projects


