EDUCATION

Coronavirus Act 2020 Temporary Modification of Education Duties
(No.4) Notice (Northern Ireland) 2020

Made 23 April 2020
Coming into operation 25 April 2020

The Department of Education' makes the following Notice, in exercise of the powers conferred on it by

section 38(3)(c) and paragraph 17(1), (2)(a)(ii), (4) and (7) of Schedule 17 to the Coronavirus Act
2020°.

The Department considers that the making of this Notice is an appropriate and proportionate action in
all the circumstances because school closures in Northern Ireland have prevented compliance with the
duty at Article 58(1)(a) of the Education and Libraries (NI) Order 1986° and consequential modification
of that duty is considered necessary to ensure those who currently benefit from free school meals
continue to receive the means by which they can secure the provision of an adequate meal.

1. Citation, commencement and interpretation

(1).This Notice may be cited as the Coronavirus Act 2020 Temporary Modification of Education Duties
(No. 4) Notice (Northern Ireland) 2020 and shall come into operation on 25 April 2020.
(2). In this Notice -

“cancellation notice” has the meaning set out in paragraph 17(8) of Schedule 17 to the
Coronavirus Act 2020;

“commencement date” is the date mentioned in paragraph 1{1);

‘“‘parent” shall be construed in accordance with Article 2(2) and (2D) to (2F) of the Education
and Libraries (Northern Ireland) Order 1986;

“the Department” means the Department of Education in Northern Ireland,;

“the Education Authority” has the meaning at s.1(1) of the Education Act (Northern Ireland)
20147,

“the 1986 Order” means the Education and Libraries (Northern Ireland) Order 1986;

“the specified period” shall be construed in accordance with paragraph 3.
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(3) The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954° shall apply to this Notice as it applies to an Act of
the Assembly.

2. Modification

(1). Subject to sub-paragraph (2), for the specified period, the duty at Article 58(1)(a) of the 1986 Order
is disapplied.

(2). For the specified period, and in respect of the category of parents described at paragraph 4, Article
58(1)(a) of the 1986 Order shall be modified to read:-

(1) The Education Authority shall use its reasonable endeavowrs, in accordance with
arrangements approved by the Department, to provide -

(a) a financial payment in lieu of mitk, meals or other refreshment to the parent of a
pupil who is in attendance at a gramt-aided school or who would normally be in
attendance but cannot attend by reason of the Coronavirus outbreak.

3. Specified Period

The specified period is a period of 28 days from and including the commencement date, unless the
Department issues a cancellation notice before that period. A further Notice may be issued after 28
days by the Department in respect of the same duty.®

4. Application

The category of parents is those persons whose children are in receipt of free school meals, determined
in accordance with paragraph 6 of the Arrangements for the Provision of Milk, Meals and Related
Facilities under the provisions of Articles 58 and 59 of Education and Libraries (Northern Ireland) Order
1986 issued to the Education Authority by the Department in September 2017.
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Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Education on 23 April 2020
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Margaret Rose McNaughton
A senior officer of the
Department of Education



Notes

1. Schedule 17 to the Coronavirus Act 2020 requires the Department to publish a Netice under
this paragraph and to take such other steps as the Department considers reasonable to bring the
Notice to the attention of those likely to be affected by it.

2. Where the Notice relates to a person specified by name the Department is required to give a
copy of the Notice to that person, and the published version of the notice must not identify any
individual without their consent.

3. While this is the fourth Notice made in accordance with Paragraph 17 of Schedule 17, it
represents a further Notice to the No.1 Notice made on 26 March 2020, the Department being of
the view that a further notice was appropriate and proportionate. See the Department of
Education website for previous Notices (https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/department-education-
releases-covid-19-coranavirus).




