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Consequently I accept the recommendation at paragraph 
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  HPRM Ref: ED1/18/9391 
From:  BILL STEVENSON  
 Area Planning Policy & Shared Education Campuses Team 
 

Date: 2 July 2018  
 
To: Derek Baker 
 Permanent Secretary 

Copy distribution below: 
 

CLINTYCLAY PRIMARY SCHOOL (PS), DUNGANNON 
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL (DP) 312 - CLOSURE 

Issue: 
 
 
 

To retake the decision on DP 312: 

Clintyclay Primary School, Dungannon will 
close with effect from 31 August 2015 or as 
soon as possible thereafter. 
 

Timescale: 
 

Routine. 

Financial / 
Resource 
Implications: 
 

Capital: None. 

 

Resource:  
There are potential redundancy costs in the 
event of closure.   These would be met from 
the funding available for Voluntary Exit 
Schemes provided under the Department’s 
2018/19 allocation of Public Sector 
Transformation Funding. 
 

FOI Implications: The content of this submission is likely to be 
fully disclosable. 
 

Statutory Duty 
Implications: 
 

The Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 places a duty on 
Government Departments to have due regard 
to rural needs when developing, adopting, 
implementing or revising policies, strategies 
and plans and when designing and delivering 
public services. 
 
Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 
requires public authorities designated for the 
purposes of the Act to comply with two 
statutory duties. The first duty is the equality of 
opportunity duty.  The second duty requires 
that public authorities have regard to the 
desirability of promoting good relations 
between persons of different religious belief, 
political opinion and racial group. 
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Presentational  
Issues: 

It is likely that there will be media interest in 
your decision due to the history of this 
proposal.  Should any queries arise the Press 
Office can refer to this submission and liaise 
with officials.  
 

Recommendation: It is recommended that you:  
 

(i) Do not approve DP 312: 
 
Clintyclay Primary School, 
Dungannon will close with effect 
from 31 August 2015 or as soon as 
possible thereafter. 
 

(ii) Agree that this submission (with 
appropriate redactions) can be made 
available on the Department’s 
website once the school (through the 
Proposer, the Council for Catholic 
Maintained Schools) and the 
Education Authority (EA) have been 
notified. 
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INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1. Development Proposal (DP) 312 originates from a ‘Review of Primary 
Education in the Parish of Dungannon, Diocese of Armagh’ carried out by the 
Council for Catholic Maintained Schools (CCMS) in 2012. The Review 
recommended that the Trustees consider the closure of Clintyclay Primary 
School (PS).   
 
2. DP 312 was originally published by the former Southern Education and 
Library Board (SELB), on behalf of the CCMS on 19 May 2014.  A copy of the 
published DP is attached at Appendix A. 
 
3. On 15 October 2014, the then Minister, John O’Dowd MLA, approved the 
proposal for closure, however, on 1 December 2014 the Department of 
Education (the Department) received a pre-action letter on behalf of a pupil at the 
school (the Applicant) challenging the Minister’s decision on DP 312 for closure 
together with that for DP 315 for the transformation of the school to Grant-
maintained Integrated (GMI) status.  An application for leave to apply for a 
Judicial Review and also interim relief was filed by the Applicant at the High 
Court on 22 December 2014. 

 

4. When the Judicial Review proceedings brought in relation to this matter 
were first heard (24-25 March 2015) the trial Judge found against the 
Department, essentially on procedural matters with particular reference to how 
the school’s financial position was described. The decisions were quashed 
leaving the DPs extant and requiring determination, dependent on the outcome 
of any appeal.   

 

5. This decision was appealed to the Court of Appeal and following a full 
hearing (7 December 2015) the Court of Appeal remitted the case back to the 
trial Judge (14 March 2016) for further consideration.  The case was eventually 
listed for hearing on 15 December 2017.  On that date following exchanges with 
the Judge (who queried whether, given the passage of time, it might be better to 
reconsider the decision in light of updated circumstances in any event) counsel 
for the Department, having taken instructions, confirmed to the Court what the 
Department now proposed to do, namely re-take the decisions on the DPs 
following the provision of updated information from the CCMS and the school’s 
Board of Governors (BoG), which said information should be provided within six 
weeks of the hearing.  In that light, the Judge was satisfied that the case had 
been rendered academic and the proceedings were dismissed with no order as 
to costs.  

 

6. The school’s BoG and CCMS both submitted supplementary information on 
26 January 2018.  This submission sets out the most up to date evidence 
available to enable you to re-take a decision on DP 312, in the knowledge that 
the re-taking of a decision is a contested matter. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
7. Clintyclay PS is a rural co-educational Catholic Maintained primary school 
situated on the Clonmore Road, Dungannon as illustrated by Map 1.  The school 
is located in the Moy ward of the Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Local 
Government District area. 
 
8. In 2017/18 a significant number of pupils enrolled live within a three mile 
radius of the school, as illustrated on Maps 1 and 2.  
 

Admissions and Enrolment 

9. Clintyclay PS has an approved admissions number of 7 (but may admit up 
to a maximum of 9 pupils) and an approved enrolment number of 47.  In 2017/18 
the school has 36 pupils enrolled across Years 1-7 plus three pupils in reception.  
Eight pupils were admitted to Year 1.  There were eight available places that 
children could apply for through the competitive admissions process, taking 
account of reception pupils. 
 
10. Chart 1 illustrates the pattern of admissions and enrolment at Clintyclay PS.  
In the last six years the school’s total enrolment has fluctuated although the 
admission of eight pupils to Year 1 in 2017/18 represents the highest intake.  
Until 2017/18 the number of pupils admitted each year was consistently below 
the approved admissions number (7) and the school’s overall enrolment is 
significantly below the ‘Schools For The Future: A Policy for Sustainable Schools’ 
(SSP) minimum recommended enrolment of 105 for a sustainable rural primary 
school.  Statistics for 2017/18 show that five pupils (13.9%) at Clintyclay PS are 
entitled to free school meals. 

 

Chart 1 – Clintyclay PS – Historical Admissions and Enrolment 
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Area Context 
 
11. On the Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure 2017 the Moy area, 
in which Clintyclay PS is situated, is placed 558 out of 890 (1 being most 
deprived and 890 least deprived).  
 

Education Authority (EA) “Providing Pathways” Strategic Area Plan for School 
Provision 2017-2020 
 
12. The EA Strategic Area Plan 2017 – 2020 (the Area Plan) identifies a number of 
key emerging issues from analysis of current provision in the Armagh, Banbridge 
and Craigavon LGD area.  Issues relevant to Clintyclay PS are as follows: 
 

 Ensure that school places are located as required; and 

 Address school provision where sustainability is an issue. 
 
13. The Area Plan states that the population within the age range of 0-15 years in 
the Armagh Banbridge and Craigavon District Council area is projected to increase 
by 9.6% by 2024. 
 
Former SELB’s Area Plan for Primary Provision - June 2014 
 
14. Clintyclay PS featured in the former SELB’s Area Plan for Primary Provision 
June 2014 which stated that CCMS had published a DP in May 2014 to close the 
school with effect from 31 August 2015, or as soon as possible thereafter. 
 
Alternative Primary Provision 
 
15. The maps above show the location of Clintyclay PS and the nearest alternative 
primary provision, including pupil locations. The statistical data set out in the 
snapshot at Table 2 below includes all Catholic Maintained schools within a five mile 
radius as illustrated on Map 1, the nearest integrated provision (Windmill Integrated 
PS) and the closest three Controlled primary schools. 
 
Alternative Catholic Maintained Provision 

16. The nearest alternative Catholic Maintained primary schools to Clintyclay PS 
are St Peter’s PS, Collegelands, Laghey PS, Dungannon and St John’s PS, Moy 
followed by St John’s PS, Coalisland.   
 
17. The catchment areas for these four closest schools are illustrated on Map 3 
and statistics for these schools are shaded on the snapshot.  The map shows that 
not only is there a significant overlap in the catchment areas of these schools but 
that many pupils are not attending their closest school and are instead travelling 
further afield.  A number of Clintyclay PS pupils are travelling past other schools to 
attend Clintyclay PS. 

 
18. Three of these four schools are well above the minimum recommended 
enrolment of 105 for a sustainable rural primary school under the SSP with only 
Laghey PS falling just below (an enrolment of 104 including two pupils with a 
statement of educational needs).  However, the snapshot also shows that in the four 
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closest Catholic Maintained schools, in 2017/18 there are only 43 available places 
with enrolments in this sector increasing year on year.  The quality of education 
being provided in these schools has been assessed by the Education and Training 
Inspectorate (ETI) as ranging from good to outstanding. 

 
19. The CCMS 2012 Review indicated at that time that ‘the remaining parish 
schools Edendork PS and Laghey PS (as the nearest school) would have 
surplus pupil places available’, however, in 2017/18, Edendork PS has no 
available places and Laghey PS only has seven available places.   
 
20. Enrolments in the nine Catholic Maintained schools in the area as set out 
in the snapshot below have been increasing year on year since 2014/15, rising 
from 1,127 in 2014/15 to 1,231 in 2017/18 with population projections for the 
area indicating a further increase of 9.6% by 2024.   
 
21. The number of available places in Catholic Maintained schools in the area 
(including Clintyclay PS) has fallen from 284 in 2014/15 to 213 in 2017/18 as set 
out in Table 1 below.  Table 1 also shows that in 2017/18 there are only seven 
available places within four miles of Clintyclay PS. 
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Table 1: Catholic Maintained Schools in the Area – Available Places 
 

School & Ref 
No 

Distance 
in miles 
by road 

(per 
Google 
maps) 

Approved 
Enrolment 
Numbers 
2017/18 

2014/15 
Available 

Places 

2015/16 
Available 

Places 

2016/17 
Available 

Places 

2017/18 
Available 

Places        

Clintyclay PS 
503-1080 

- 47 16 8 14 8 

  

St Peter's PS, 
Collegelands 
503-6595 

3.5 138 0 0 0 0 

Laghey PS 
503-2558 

3.8 109 30 27 19 7 

St John's PS, 
Moy 
503-2715 

4.2 198 12 17 11 6 

St John's PS, 
Coalisland 
503-2729 

4.3 191 88 86 61 30 

St Mary's PS, 
Maghery 
503-1164 

4.6 124 50 49 61 58 

St Patrick's PS, 
Coalisland 
503-6047 

5.4 259 28 18 31 53 

St John's PS, 
Eglish 
503-0958 

5.6 50 6 0 0 0 

St Jarlath's PS  
503-6121 * 

5.6 205 22 25 15 27 

Holy Family 
PS, 
Aghamullan 
503-2714 

6.1 92 32 31 30 24 

     284 261 242 213 

 
* DP 284 - St Jarlath's PS - Approved 20/8/2013. Approved increase to enrolment and 
admissions numbers of 205/29 (to be phased).  2014/15 Approved Enrolment No – 185, 2015/16 
& 2016/17 Approved Enrolment No - 190 

 
Alternative Controlled Provision 

22. The three closest Controlled schools to Clintyclay PS are illustrated on the 
maps above and detailed on the snapshot below.  Orchard County PS and Killyman 
PS are well above the minimum recommended enrolment of 105 for a sustainable 
rural primary school under the SSP, however, Moy Regional PS has an enrolment 
significantly below 105.  The quality of education provided by these schools has 
been assessed by the ETI as very good. 
 
23. Moy Regional PS and St John’s PS, Moy are involved in a Shared Education 
Campuses (SEC) project.  The Moy SEC project proposes an 11 class base school 
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building on a new site to accommodate both primary schools.  Each school will retain 
its own distinct ethos and identity and will share facilities such as the multi-purpose 
hall, play areas, library and ancillary accommodation.   
 
24. This SEC was one of three projects approved to proceed in planning from the 
First Call in July 2014, with funding for construction of the projects later secured 
under the Fresh Start Agreement announced in March 2016.  The Moy SEC project 
is currently estimated to cost around £7m with the business case at an advanced 
stage.   
 

Alternative Integrated Provision 

25. The closest integrated provision to Clintyclay PS is Windmill IPS in Dungannon, 
as illustrated on Maps 2 and 3 above.  This school is almost eight miles away from 
Clintyclay PS and is unlikely to be a viable alternative for Clintyclay PS pupils if DP 
312 is approved. 
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Table 2: Clintyclay PS – Snapshot of Alternative Provision 

School & Ref No 

Postcode 
and 
Distance in 
miles by 

road (as 
per Google 
Maps) 

Approved 
Enrolment 

Numbers 
2018/19 

2014/15 
Actual 

Enrolment 

(incls. 
SEN 

pupils) 

2015/16 
Actual 
Enrolment 

(incls SEN 
pupils) 

2016/17 
Actual 
Enrolment 

(incls. 
SEN 
pupils)  

2017/18 
Actual 
Enrolment 
P1-P7 

(incls. 
SEN 
pupils  

SEN 

2017/18 

Available 
Places 

2017/18       

Approved 
Admissions 

Numbers            
2018/19 

Actual Y1 
Admissions 

2017/18(incls 
SEN pupils)  

2018/19 

2018/19 
Total Y1 

Applications 
Accepted 

2018/19  
Variance 
(over/under 

subscribed 
at 1st Pref.)  

ETI Reports publication date / 

assessment  
Total Y1 1st 

Preference 
Applications 

Clintyclay PS 
503-1080 

/ 
BT71 6HX 47 29 38 30 36 0 8 7 8 * * U-3 March 2010 - Very Good 

 Catholic Maintained 

St Peter's PS, Collegelands 
503-6595 

3.5 
BT71 6SW 138 146 145 150 153 * 0 20 21 20 20 O January 2013 - Very Good 

Laghey PS 
503-2558 

3.8 
BT71 6RJ 109 79 83 91 104 * 7 16 15 9 9 U-7 March 2012 - Good 

St John's PS, Moy 
503-2715 

4.2 
BT71 7SQ 198 187 182 188 192 0 6 28 31 30 30 O-2 

September 2010 - Very Good 
(May 2017 Action Short of Strike) 

St John's PS, Coalisland 
503-2729 

4.3 
BT71 4QN 191 108 111 134 167 6 30 27 28 28 28 O-1 February 2013 - Outstanding 

St Mary's PS, Maghery 
503-1164 

4.6 
BT71 6PA 124 75 76 64 67 * 58 18 13 10 10 U-8 November 2011 - Very Good 

St Patrick's PS, Coalisland 
503-6047 

5.4 
BT71 4QZ 259 234 244 233 209 * 53 37 16 18 18 U-19 March 2012 - Very Good 

St John's PS, Eglish 
503-0958 

5.6 
BT62 1NL 50 44 51 52 54 0 0 7 8 15 15 O-8 

April 2014 - Very Good 
(May 2017 Action Short of Strike) 

St Jarlath's PS * (DP284) 
503-6121 

5.6 
BT71 7HH 205 164 166 176 179 * 27 29 24 18 19 U-11 

September 2015 - High level of 
capacity for sustained 
improvement 

Holy Family PS, Aghamullan 
503-2714 

6.1 
BT71 5DR 92 61 63 64 70 * 24 13 13 13 13 O February 2012 - Very Good 

 Sub-total (incl Clintyclay PS)   1413 1127 1159 1182 1231 18 213 202 177 165 166     

 Integrated 

Windmill Integrated PS 
506-6554 

7.7 
BT71 7BE 210 224 220 222 220 11 1 30 31 39 29 O-9 January 2015 - Very Good 

 Sub-total   210 224 220 222 220 11 1 30 31 39 29     

 Controlled** 

Orchard County PS 
501-6658 

3.4 
BT62 1NH 145 146 152 159 165 * 0 21 21 23 21 O-2 November 2010 - Very Good 

Killyman PS 
501-6680 

3.7 
BT71 6RL 165 168 172 178 179 * 0 24 28 27 27 O-3 May 2013 - Very Good 

Moy Regional PS 
501-2636 

4.3 
BT71 7SN 133 75 66 75 76 * 58 19 5 17 17 U-2 March 2013 - Very Good 

 Sub-total   443 389 390 412 420 8 58 64 54 67 65     

 Grand Total   2066 1740 1769 1816 1871 37 272 296 262 271 260     

* DP 284 - St Jarlath’s PS - Approved 20/8/2013. Increase in approved numbers to 205 / 29, with effect from September 2014 or asap thereafter 
** The closest three Controlled schools are included 
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SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 

26. Rural proofing has been a requirement for all Government Departments in 
Northern Ireland since 2002 and has been an integral part of the policy development 
process.  In 2016 the commitment to rural proofing was strengthened with the 
introduction of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016.  The Act places a duty on Government 
Departments to have due regard to rural needs when developing, adopting, 
implementing or revising policies, strategies and plans and when designing and 
delivering public services.  It came into operation for Government Departments and 
District Councils on 1 June 2017 and applies to public authorities from 1 June 2018.  
Clintyclay PS is located in a rural area outside Dungannon. 
 
Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998  
 
27. Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 requires public authorities 
designated for the purposes of the Act to comply with two statutory duties. The first 
duty is the equality of opportunity duty, which requires public authorities in carrying 
out their functions relating to Northern Ireland to have due regard to the need to 
promote equality of opportunity between the nine equality categories of persons of 
different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age marital status or sexual 
orientation; men and women generally; persons with a disability and persons without; 
and persons with dependants and persons without. The second duty requires that 
public authorities have regard to the desirability of promoting good relations between 
persons of different religious belief, political opinion and racial group.  In its 
supplementary information CCMS has confirmed that a number of Syrian refugee 
children have enrolled in Clintyclay PS and this was also reiterated by the BoG in 
their letter of 26 January 2018, thereby engaging Section 75.   
 
Developments in Area Planning since 2014 
 

28. DP 312 was published in May 2014 and there have been significant 
changes to how the SSP is implemented through Area Planning since then. 
 
29. Area Planning structures and processes have been revised with the 
planning authorities and the sectoral bodies now represented at a strategic, 
operational and local level.  An Area Planning cycle has been developed which 
includes a three year Area Plan published for 2017-2020 together with a 
supporting Annual Action Plan for each year of the planning cycle. 

 
30. Guidance on the DP process has also been revised.  Circular 2014/21 on 
the ‘Publication of a Development Proposal’, which included the requirement for 
an agreed specified format for a Case for Change in support of a DP, was 
published on 26 September 2014 and superseded by Circular 2017/09 ‘Guidance 
on the Publication of a Development Proposal’ on 7 July 2017. 

 
 
 
 



16  

STATUTORY DP PROCESSES 
 
Original 2014 Consultation 
 
Pre-publication Consultation 

 

31. CCMS confirmed and provided evidence that stakeholder consultation 
meetings were conducted with staff, governors and parents on 18 November 
2013.   
 
32.  Parents, school Governors and staff raised the following points: 

 

• Some statistics were queried; 
• School is currently financially viable; 
• Proposal has had a negative impact on enrolments; 
• Positive educational value of small composite classes – no research to 

state otherwise; 
• Possibility of inter-parish amalgamation options to allow the retention of 

the Clintyclay site; 
• Exploration of further options with steering group; 
• Possibility of school on two sites – Laghey and Clintyclay – one for 

Foundation Stage / Key Stage 1 and one for Key Stage 2; 
• Request for assurance that CCMS would seriously consider any 

alternative proposals; 
• Minister’s statement on not closing schools based on enrolments and 

finances alone; 
• Employment issues; 
• Transport costs to alternative schools; 
• How had DARD guidelines on rural issues been incorporated in the Parish 

Review? 
• Anger at CCMS proposing the closure of the local community school - 

keen to keep Clintyclay PS. 
 

33. The former SELB confirmed that it fulfilled its statutory obligations in 
relation to the proposal.  On 16 April 2014 it wrote to all schools which it 
considered may be affected by the proposal.  The consultation ran until 13 May 
2014 and two responses were received.  The BoG of St John’s PS, Eglish 
indicated that it would look favourably upon a school federation in the area and 
the BoG of St Peter’s PS, Collegelands indicated that it would welcome pupils 
from Clintyclay PS if a closure decision resulted.  
 
Two Month Statutory Objection Period 

 
34. The former SELB published DP 312 on 19 May 2014.  The statutory two 
month objection period ended on 21 July 2014.  During the objection period the 
Department received thirteen letters of objection and one letter suggesting that a 
federated model of provision should be further explored.  No letters of support 
were received.  The Board of Governors of Clintyclay PS also submitted a 
response during this period, reproduced at Appendix B, and followed this up with 
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further background information, including letters of support for the school from 
pupils, past pupils, parents, staff, community groups etc.  
 
Meeting with the Minister 
 
35. On 17 June 2014 Bronwyn McGahan MLA wrote to the then Minister, 
John O’Dowd MLA, requesting a meeting in relation to Clintyclay PS.  The 
meeting took place on 7 July 2014 and was attended by Michelle Gildernew MP, 
Dominic Molloy, Dungannon and South Tyrone Borough Councillor, Gerard 
Cunningham, Chair of the BoG and James Casey, Treasurer of the BoG.  
Inaccuracies in the parish review were asserted and the issue of other possible 
area solutions raised.  
 
FORMER SELB VIEW 

36. An extract from the former SELB Board minutes of 14 May 2014 advised 
that the board noted that it was required to publish the proposal setting out the 
intention of CCMS to close the school with effect from 31 August 2015, or as 
soon as possible thereafter.  No SELB view was provided on the merits of the 
proposal.  
 
SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT 

 

37. The Department’s Sustainable Schools Policy (SSP) sets out six criteria 
supported by quantitative and qualitative indicators which provide the framework 
for consideration of a school’s longer-term sustainability.  The primary objective 
of this policy is to ensure that all children and young people get a high quality 
education in schools that are educationally and financially viable.  Given the time 
lapse since initial consideration of this proposal, the following is an assessment 
of Clintyclay PS against the six criteria of the SSP in the format currently used for 
all DPs, based on the most up to date information available. 
 
CRITERION 1: Quality Educational Experience 
 
38. ETI carried out an inspection of Clintyclay PS in March 2010 and found 
that the quality of education provided by the school was ‘very good’.  The report 
stated that ‘the school was meeting very effectively the educational and pastoral 
needs of the learners; and has demonstrated its capacity for sustained self-
improvement’. 

 
39. The ETI Inspection Report noted that the arrangements for pastoral care 
were outstanding. 

 
Composite Classes 
40. Census data for 2017/18 show that at the time of the census, Clintyclay 
PS was operating two composite classes as set out in Table 3 below: 
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Table 3 – Clintyclay PS - Composite Classes  

Year 
Group 

R P1 P2 P3 P4  P5 P6 P7 Total 

Pupils * 8 * * 7 * 5 7 39 
TOTAL 24 # 

 
41. From 1 November 2017, however, the school employed one further 
teacher on a temporary basis.  The supplementary information provided by 
CCMS on 26 January 2018 shows that further pupils were enrolled in the school 
with the result that the classes were reconfigured as set out in Table 4 below.  
 
Table 4 – Clintyclay PS – Current Composite Classes 

Year 
Group 

R P1 P2  P3 P4  P5 P6 P7 Total 

Pupils * 8 * * 8 * 6 8 45 

TOTAL 16 # # 

 
Teaching Staff 
42. 2017/18 census data for Clintyclay PS show two full-time and one part-
time teacher employed by the school which equates to 2.2 full-time equivalent 
teachers.  CCMS previously advised that the part-time teacher was employed on 
a temporary basis working one day per week as principal release.  The SSP 
recommends a minimum of four teachers at primary school level.  In its 
supplementary information CCMS confirms that additional temporary teaching 
hours have been sourced through short term supplementary funding. 
 
43. The SSP states that there should be no more than two composite year 
groups in a single classroom at primary school level and that there should be a 
minimum of four teachers which recognises both the needs of pupils and the 
demands on teachers.  As detailed above, Clintyclay PS currently has three 
composite classes with two catering for three year groups (one class includes 
reception). 
 
Special Educational Needs  
44. Clintyclay PS does not have any pupils enrolled with a statement of 
special educational needs.   
 
Curricular/ Extra-curricular 
45. The ETI Inspection Report of March 2010 notes that ‘there are good 
opportunities for the children to take part in sporting and leisure activities; for 
example, excellent use is made of the expertise from external coaching bodies 
including the Gaelic Athletic Association and the Irish Football Association and 
an adviser from the (former) Southern Education and Library Board is promoting 
physical education and dance’.  The supplementary information provided by 
CCMS on 26 January 2018 also points out that the pupils have access to a range 
of after school clubs including cookery, homework, transfer and basketball and 
that a breakfast club was established in 2017/18. 
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Physical Environment 
46. The ETI Report states that ‘the bright and attractive displays in the 
classrooms, and in other areas, celebrate the children’s achievements and 
enliven the school environment.  The internal and external environments of the 
school are well maintained’. 

 
CRITERION 2: Stable Enrolment Trends 
 
47. As stated previously in this submission, Clintyclay PS has an approved 
enrolment number of 47.  Table 5 sets out the school’s total enrolment for P1-P7 
for the last five years according to the October 2017 census data.  It shows that 
historically the school’s enrolment has been well below its approved enrolment.  
Enrolments for P1-P7 peaked in 2015/16 but almost returned to this level in 
2017/18.   
 
Table 5: Clintyclay PS – P1-7 Enrolments – Census Data 

Year 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

P1-P7 26 29 38 30 36 

Reception * * * * * 

Total # # # # # 
 

48. Table 5 also shows that Clintyclay PS operates a reception class and the 
enrolments in this class have been three pupils or fewer in the last five years.  
Including the reception pupils, 39 pupils were enrolled in 2015/16 and 2017/18. 
 
49. Clintyclay PS has an approved admissions number of 7 (but may admit up 
to a maximum of 9 pupils).  Table 6 below sets out the school’s P1 intakes from 
2013/14 to 2017/18.  It shows that actual admissions were consistently below the 
school’s approved admissions number until 2017/18 when the intake was eight 
pupils (including those previously in the reception class).   
 

Table 6: Clintyclay PS - Intakes (2017/18- Approved 7) 

2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

* * * * 8 

 

50. The supplementary information provided by CCMS on 26 January 2018 
shows that additional pupils have enrolled in Clintyclay PS since the census data 
was collected in October 2017 and updated statistics are set out in Table 7 
below. 
 
Table 7: Clintyclay PS – 2017/18 Post-Census Data 

Year 
Group 

R P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 Total 

Pupils * 8 * * 8 * 6 8 45 
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51. An update on applications to Clintyclay PS for the 2018/19 academic year 
shows five children moving from reception into P1 (and therefore not counted as 
admissions) four children have applied to P1 and five children have applied to 
reception.  With eight pupils leaving P7 at the end of 2017/18, the school will 
therefore be at its admissions and enrolment limit, however, the school’s 
enrolment is substantially below the recommended minimum enrolment of 105 
for a sustainable rural school as set out in the SSP. 
 

CRITERION 3: Sound Financial Position 
 

52. For 2018/19 Clintyclay PS is receiving a delegated budget of £166,764 
based on 36 pupils (October 2017 census) which equates to £4,632 per pupil.  
This is £1,654 or 56% more than the average for all primary schools of £2,978 in 
the 2018/19 financial year.  Within the overall delegated budget, Clintyclay PS is 
receiving Small Schools Support Factor funding of £45,183 and Primary Principal 
Release Time funding of £16,420.  These two Small Schools Support Factors are 
the maximum small schools support available and represent 37% of the school’s 
budget. 
 
53. At 31 March 2018, Clintyclay PS held a cumulative deficit of -£8,690.  This 
figure is based on the EA’s provisional outturn return and may be subject to 
change.  The school’s 2017/18 budget was allocated on the basis of 30 pupils 
(October 2016 census) and its deficit represents slightly more than 5% of its 
available delegated budget, exceeding the +/- 5% range for budget 
surpluses/deficits stipulated by the Department.  That the school is in deficit 
despite receiving a significant level of small schools support funding is directly 
related to the small and unsustainable size of the school. 

 
54. To date, the EA has borne the cost of the school’s cumulative deficit.  In 
the event of closure, any additional deficit incurred by the school until closure will 
also be incurred by the EA Block Grant. 

 
55. CCMS has advised that the school has also received an allocation of 
£28,350 from the Vulnerable Person Resettlement (VPR) Programme as a result 
of Syrian refugee children who have enrolled at the school.  This funding has 
been allocated for seven pupils for one year and is additional to the school’s 
delegated budget.  
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CRITERION 4: Strong Leadership and Management by Boards of 
Governors and Principals 

 
56. The ETI Inspection Report of March 2010 listed the ‘effective and 
dedicated leadership of the Principal ably supported by a hard-working and 
committed teaching and support staff’’ as a strength of the school. 
 
57. The report advises that the Chairperson of the BoG expressed a strong 
appreciation for the work of the principal and staff.  The updated information from 
CCMS dated 26 January 2018 advises that a new principal was appointed on 1 
September 2017. 
 
CRITERION 5: Accessibility 
 
58. The maps above show the location of the pupils enrolled at the school in 
October 2017, at the census date.  The majority of the pupils live within a three 
mile radius of the school but others live up to and above six miles away and in 
proximity to alternative schools.  These pupils are bypassing other schools to 
attend Clintyclay PS. 
 
59. The BoG has advised that it is the accessibility of the school to families 
that drives their choice.  They state that Clintyclay PS is located on the edge of a 
growing hamlet within a wider area predicted to experience population growth. 
 
CRITERION 6: Strong Links with the Community  

 
60. The supplementary information provided by CCMS advises that there is a 
parent representative on the BoG.  Parents and the local community are involved 
in raising the profile of the school, the provision of resources for the school and 
fundraising events.  The BoG has advised that the school has been central to the 
community for 125 years. 
 
Sustainability Summary 
 
61. The quality of education at Clintyclay PS was assessed as ‘very good’ by 
the ETI in March 2010 - over eight years ago.  Current information indicates that 
the school does not comply with two of the indicators which underpin the Quality 
Educational Experience criterion of the SSP as it has composite classes with 
more than two year groups in a single classroom and less than the 
recommended four teachers in a primary school.   
 
62. The school’s approved enrolment and historical actual enrolment numbers 
have been significantly below the recommended minimum enrolment of 105 for a 
sustainable rural school under SSP despite a recent modest upturn. 

 
63. The school’s budget deficit represents slightly more than 5% of its 
available delegated budget, exceeding the +/- 5% range for budget 
surpluses/deficits stipulated by the Department, leadership and management at 
the school was listed as a strength in the ETI Inspection Report and the school 
has close links with the local community.  The ETI’s assessment of Leadership 
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and Management in 2010 clearly can take no account of the appointment of a 
new Principal in 2017. 
 
64. The 2010 ETI Inspection Report commented on the sustainability of the 
school by stating that it was “important that the employing authority, school 
governors and the staff plan for, and manage, issues related to the sustainability 
of the school provision and school budget, in order to address the current and 
future needs of the children and the staff”.   

 
65. In summary, Clintyclay PS does not fully comply with all of the SSP 
criteria by having composite classes catering for more than two year groups, less 
than four teachers and an approved and actual enrolment significantly below the 
recommended minimum enrolment of 105 for a sustainable rural primary school.  
The school also falls short of meeting the Sound Financial Position criterion 
despite receiving a significant amount of funding directly related to the small and 
unsustainable size of the school.  

 
66. The sustainability assessment is characterised by the use of inspection 
evidence that is dated (a full cohort of pupils has passed through the school 
since 2010) and a scheduled inspection in May 2018 has not yet had a report 
issued. 
 
ANALYSIS OF SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 

67. The Rural Development Council’s (RDC) “Striking the Balance” report 
highlights the importance of rural proofing so that regard is given to the impact of a 
particular policy on rural populations (in comparison to those living in urban areas) 
and to help identify adjustments which might be made to reflect rural needs and 
ensure that services are accessible to rural communities on a fair basis.  A central 
concern is the quality of education provided to pupils. 
 
68. The SSP policy was assessed against the RDC rural proofing checklist 
(contained in the Striking the Balance report at Annex 1) and no adverse impact was 
identified.  The SSP recognises the needs of rural communities and this is reflected 
in the lower enrolment threshold for rural primary schools, the accessibility criterion 
which provides guidance on home to school travel times and the criterion strong links 
with the community also recognises the central place a school has for many 
communities (rural and urban). 
 
69. The Government’s commitment to rural proofing was strengthened with the 
introduction of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 (“The Act”).  The Act requires public 
authorities to have ‘due regard’ and to consciously consider the needs of people in 
rural areas when developing policies, strategies and plans and when designing and 
delivering public services.  It defines ‘rural needs’ as “the social and economic needs 
of rural areas”.  Although the Rural Needs Act did not apply when DP 312 was 
brought forward, the SSP was in place at that time and the Department’s 
consideration of DP 312 is referenced to the SSP which has been rural proofed. 
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70. Responses submitted as part of the statutory consultation in relation to the 
proposal stressed the important role that Clintyclay PS plays in the Clonmore rural 
community. 

 
71. Should DP 312 be approved resulting in the closure of Clintyclay PS, access 
to education, one of the services covered by the Rural Needs Act, would not be 
removed completely.  There are other Catholic Maintained schools in the area with 
places available.  Many pupils are not attending their closest school and a number of 
Clintyclay PS pupils are travelling past other schools to attend Clintyclay PS. 
 
Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998  
 

72. In its supplementary information CCMS has confirmed that a number of 
Syrian refugee children have enrolled in Clintyclay PS and this was also 
reiterated by the BoG in their letter of 26 January 2018, thereby engaging 
Section 75.  This could not have been envisaged when DP 312 was being 
constructed, consequently there is no evidence to draw upon from which an 
equality impact assessment could be conducted.    
 
73. As DP 312 has the potential to remove some Catholic Maintained 
provision, this could also be a Section 75 consideration, however, the availability 
of alternatives addresses any potential detriment, and this point is made in the 
supplementary information provided by CCMS which states that if the school 
were to close, a number of other schools in the area would be able to 
accommodate pupils from Clintyclay PS. 
 
Developments in Area Planning since 2014 
 

74. DP 312 was published on 19 May 2014 and pre-dated the requirement to 
prepare a supporting Case for Change in the current format which includes an 
assessment against the SSP criteria and commentary on how the proposal 
supports delivery of the EA’s Area Plan.  The information provided in support of 
DP 312 instead took the form of a background paper provided by CCMS 
consisting of a number of slides used at consultation meetings with the BoG, 
staff and parents on 18 November 2013.  This is attached at Appendix C. 

 
75. The rationale for the proposed closure of Clintyclay PS is not set out 
specifically in the slides although they do set out the policy background and 
Clintyclay PS’s position following a Viability Audit which assessed the school 
against the SSP criteria of Quality Educational Experience, Stable Enrolment 
Trend and Sound Financial Position.  These slides were developed following the 
CCMS 2012 Review.   
 
76. On 26 January 2018, at the request of the Department and consistent with 
the outcome of the court hearing on 15 December 2017, both CCMS and the 
BoG provided supplementary information updating evidence pertinent to DP 312.  
This supplementary information is reproduced in full at Appendix D.  CCMS’s 
update assesses Clintyclay PS against the SSP criteria and considers the 
availability of alternative provision.  The BoG’s letter sets out the school’s 
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position in relation to DP 312 and also DP 315 for the transformation to GMI 
status and describes ‘Clintyclay PS today’. 
 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS  

 

Financial Implications 
 
Staffing  
 
77. Statistics for 2017/18 show that the school employs 2.2 full-time 
equivalent teachers.  CCMS’s 2014 background paper states that employment 
issues for teaching staff would be dealt with by CCMS and non-teaching staff by 
the former SELB. 
 
78. If the DP is approved, costs will be met from the funding available for 
Voluntary Exit Schemes provided under the Department’s 2018/19 allocation of 
Public Sector Transformation Funding, provided by the Department of Finance.  
 
Transport 
 

79. In its supplementary information CCMS includes a table of the distances 
that the 41 pupils currently enrolled in P1-P7 would have to travel from their 
home address to their nearest alternative Catholic Maintained school: 
 
Table 8: Distances to alternative schools 

Distance  Number of Pupils 

0.85 – 2.00 miles 12 

2.00 – 4.00 miles 25 

4.00 – 4.16 miles * 

 
80. CCMS also advises that it is currently commencing a review of enrolment 
at St Patrick’s PS, Dungannon and if appropriate would intend to bring forward a 
DP to increase the admissions/ enrolment numbers if long term demand is 
evidenced.  If this school requires a temporary variation to enable it to 
accommodate any additional pupils arising from a closure decision, CCMS 
indicates that it would work closely with the school and the Department. 
 
81. The snapshot at Table 2 details the number of available places in the 
nearest alternative schools to Clintyclay PS.  This shows that up to four miles 
from Clintyclay PS, in the Catholic Maintained sector, there are only seven 
available places at Laghey PS.  However, up to approximately 4.3 miles away 
there are 43 available places which corroborates the data provided by CCMS.  
The two closest alternative schools with the highest number of available places 
are St Mary’s PS, Maghery (58 places) and St Patrick’s PS Coalisland (53 
places), however, these schools are approximately 4.6 and 5.5 miles away from 
Clintyclay PS respectively. 

 
82. At the time of the original decision no home to school transport issues 
were identified.  
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CONCLUSION 
 

83. The SSP, implemented through Area Planning, is clear that the core issue 
for a school’s sustainability must be the continuing provision of a high quality 
education for the children. 

 
84. Although the quality of education provided by Clintyclay PS was assessed 
as ‘very good’ by the ETI in March 2010, the school does not comply with some 
of the associated indicators of the Quality Educational Experience criterion by 
having composite classes with more than two year groups and less than four 
teachers.  The ETI inspection was carried out in March 2010 and a more current 
assessment is not available on which to base consideration of the current quality 
of education provided at Clintyclay PS. 

 
85. The school does not meet the Stable Enrolment Trends indicators, one of 
which states that ideally a primary school should have at least seven classrooms 
(one for each year group). The school’s approved and actual enrolment is 
significantly below the recommended minimum enrolment of 105 for a 
sustainable rural school.  Based on the EA’s provisional outturn return which may 
be subject to change, the school also falls short of meeting the Sound Financial 
Position criterion.  

 
86. DP 312 has its origins in 2012 through the Review of Primary Education in 
the Parish of Dungannon, Diocese of Armagh and there has been a significant 
time lapse since this was completed. The school’s enrolment has been 
increasing since 2016/17, with newcomer pupils providing a more diverse intake 
in a manner not envisaged at the time of the Review, consequently there is no 
evidence to draw upon from which an equality impact assessment could be 
conducted.   

 
87. Also, the Rural Needs Act did not apply when this proposal was originally 
developed, so there is no evidence available to assess against that statutory duty 
either.  

 
88. There is no structured Case for Change in support of this proposal as 
would be the case under current DP guidance and practice.  Consultation on the 
proposed closure was carried out in 2013 and 2014 and the design of education 
provision in the area has changed in the interim period with enrolments 
increasing year on year and projected to rise further.   
 
89. During Judicial Review proceedings Clintyclay PS highlighted 
inaccuracies in the Parish Review, particularly around references to the school’s 
financial position.  The school asserts that flawed information was present from 
the early stages of DP 312’s construction and this has contaminated every step 
of the DP process thereafter.  The school further asserts that a decision on DP 
312 could not be considered safe if it relies upon the updating of evidence that is 
referenced to a DP with built-in vulnerabilities exposed during Judicial Review.  
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90. In summary there are a number of issues associated with DP 312 that 
question the Department’s ability to make a sound and reasonable 
recommendation on this proposal: 

 

 A dated and therefore unreliable evidence base – starting with CCMS’s 
2012 review, consultation on the proposal that completed in 2014, ETI 
inspection evidence dating back to 2010, and supplementary 
information that cites unverified changes in enrolment since the 
October 2017 school census; 

 A dated area context – the arrival of newcomer pupils was not 
envisaged in 2012 so no consideration was given to this in terms of 
equality impact assessment, nor was there any need to consider a 
Rural Needs Act at the time; 

 A dated procedural context – Area Planning and DP guidance and 
procedures have changed, notably the absence of a detailed Case for 
Change in the format now required to support DPs. 

 
91. The current Area Plan clearly identifies the need to address the 
sustainability of primary schools with more than two composite classes as a 
priority and this remains the case.  Concerns about the sustainability of Clintyclay 
PS remain, alongside concerns about the ability of the school to become 
sustainable in the future.  However, given the issues listed above, re-assessment 
is needed to ensure an area solution is identified that evidentially serves the 
educational interests of children in the area seeking access to a Catholic 
Maintained education.  

 
Recommendation 
 
92. It is recommended, based on available information and taking account of 
the concerns expressed above, that you:  
 

(i) Do not approve DP 312 that:  
 
Clintyclay PS will close with effect from 31 August 2015, or as 
soon as possible thereafter. 
 

(ii) Agree that this submission (with appropriate redactions) can be 
made available on the Department’s website once the school 
(through the Proposer, CCMS) and the Education Authority have 
been notified; and 

 
93. The following appendices are attached for your consideration: 

 
Appendix A:  Copy of DP 312 (2014) 
Appendix B:    Board of Governors - comments on DP 312 (2014)  
Appendix C:    CCMS - information provided in support of DP 312 (2014) 

Appendix D:    Supplementary information provided (2018)  
      (CCMS, Board of Governors) 
Appendix E:     Annual Area Profile (2017) 
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       Appendix A 
COPY OF DP 312 (2014) 
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       Appendix B 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS - COMMENTS ON DP 312 (2014) 

As our responses to the development proposal have fallen during the Summer 

break I have requested that submissions made earlier to the CCMS proposal for 

closure be resubmitted to the area planning policy team as part of the 

consultation process.  

Due to the onset of the holidays we have found it extremely difficult to contact all 

those who submitted to the earlier consultation and ask them to resubmit.  

I have spoken with various officers in the dept and they have ensured me that 

this is in order.  The Board of Governors response has been e mailed to you and 

I hope you find all in order. In the case of any difficulty arising please contact Mr 

Gerard Cunningham Chairperson Board Of Governors Clintyclay P.S.  

I trust you will find all in order.  

 

Chairperson Clintyclay Board. Of. Governors. 
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   Appendix C 
  

CCMS - INFORMATION PROVIDED IN SUPPORT OF DP 312 (2014) 
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Appendix D 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION PROVIDED (2018) 
 

(1) – CCMS UPDATE 

 

At the court hearing on 15th December 2017 it was agreed that the parties should 

resubmit updated information to the Department on the extant Development 

Proposal. 

  

The information below provides an update in relation to the school. 

 

Table 1- Historic Enrolments at Clintyclay PS (excluding Reception pupils) 

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 
(provisional) 

34 26 29 38 30 41 

 

Table 2 - Details of admissions and enrolment against approved 

enrolment/admissions 

 

School Approved 
Enrolmen
t Number 

2017/18 
Enrolment 

(provisional
) 

Surplu
s 

Approved 
Admissio
n Number 

2017 
Admissions 
(provisional

) 

2018/19  
P1 

Application
s 

(TBC) 

Clintycla

y PS 

47 41 6 9 8 9 

 

 Current accommodation/site 

 

Clintyclay PS was opened in 1865 and currently comprises of 2 permanent 

classrooms. A resource room is being used as a third classroom.  

The school has also secured a mobile building from the local parish which will house 

a library, computer suite and a fourth classroom. 

 

 Current capital proposals/minor works applications with the Department. 
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There are currently 3 applications for minor works: 

1. Access control 

2. Security gates and fencing 

3. Energy efficiency works to convert oil heating to gas 

They are also in the process of completing works to provide off road parking 

facilities.  

 

Composite Groups 

There are currently 3 composite year groups. The first class has 16 pupils from 

Reception class to Year 2 (covering pre-school and foundation levels). The second 

class has 12 pupils in Years 3 and 4 pupils (covering Key Stage 1) and the third 

class has 17 pupils in Years 5 – 7 pupils in it (covering Key Stage 2). 

 

Table 3 - Number of Pupils in Each Year Group 

Yr1 Yr2 Yr3 Yr4 Yr5 Yr6 Yr7 Total 

8 * * 8 * 6 8 41 

 

The teaching complement is 2.2. Additional temporary teaching hours have been 

sourced through short term supplementary funding.   

 

Table 4 – Enrolment figures for the last 3 years 

 

 

 

 

Financial Position 

 

The school has indicated that at October 2017 they have 2.6% (almost £5,000) of a 

budget surplus. By October 2018 it is anticipated that the budget deficit will be 0.4% 

(£641), improving to an anticipated surplus of 1.6% (just over £3,000) by October 

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 
(provisional) 

38 30 41 
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2019. The figures would indicate that the school is operating within the Department’s 

allowance of +/- 5% of their overall budget. 

The school has received an allocation of £28,350 from the Vulnerable Person 

Resettlement (VPR) Programme which has been allocated as a result of a number of 

Syrian refugee children who have enrolled at the school. This funding has been 

allocated for 7 pupils for one year. 

The budget for the 2017/18 year has been allocated on a pupil enrolment number of 

32 but the actual enrolment figure is 41. This would indicate that there are currently 

more pupils in the school than the 3 year financial plan has accounted for.  

 

Composition of Board of Governors – skills and experience of Board members 

and number of vacancies.  

The Board of Governors benefits from a wide range of skills and includes 

representation from parents, teachers, trustees, and the school principal. 

Management of staff attendance and absenteeism.  

A part-time teacher is currently off on sick leave. CCMS is not aware of any other 

staff attendance or absentee issues. 

Levels and nature of staff turnover and unfilled staff vacancies.  

There are currently no teaching vacancies within the school and staff turnover has 

not been an issue to date. 

A new Principal has been recently appointed on 1st September 2017.  

 

Management of curricular and organisational demands on the principal and 

staff.  

In a school of this size there is an increased demand on the principal and teachers to 

coordinate and lead curricular provision of more than one core subject.  In addition, 

the principal has a teaching responsibility for a composite class with only one day 

release available.  This places an increased workload, in particular in administration, 

and the monitoring and evaluation of the School Development Plan. 
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Ensuring that the resource allocated is available so that the principal has at 

least 1 day per week to attend to leadership and management duties.  

There is a member of teaching staff employed on a part-time basis to enable the 

Principal to be released from teaching commitments to tend to the leadership and 

management duties of the school one day per week. 

There is a school development plan in place and progress is being made to 

achieve the plan’s aims and objectives.   

A school development plan is in place. 2017/18 is year one of this new plan. 

Home to school transport travel times of less than 30 minutes for primary 

pupils (i.e. 1 hour per day in total) and 45 minutes for post primary pupils (i.e. 

1.5 hours per day in total).  

There are a number of other local schools located close to Clintyclay PS as noted, 

for example, in the table below. 

Distance to another suitable primary school.  

The table below details the number of miles pupils of Clintyclay would have to travel 

to access their next nearest school. 

 

Table 5 

Distance to Another School Number of Pupils 

0.85 – 2.00 miles 12 

2.00 – 4.00 miles 25 

4.00 – 4.16 miles * 
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Capacity in nearest schools 

Table 6 (excludes Statemented Pupils) 

School P1's Total 

Spare 
Capacity 

in the 
School 

App 
Adm 
No. 

App 
Enrol 
No. 

Statemented 
Pupils 

St Peter's PS, Collegelands 21 150 -12 20 (24) 138 * 

St John's PS, Moy 31 192 6 28 (30) 198 0 

Laghey PS 14 102 7 16 (19) 109 * 

St John's PS, Kingsisland 26 161 30 27 (30) 191 6 

St Mary's PS, Maghery 13 66 58 18 (22) 124 * 

St Patrick's PS, Dungannon 109 718 -31 
98 
(103) 

687 
15 

St John's PS, Eglish 8 54 -4 7 (9) 50 0 
St Jarlath's PS, 
Blackwatertown 24 178 27 29 (30) 205 * 

Edendork PS 43 328 -8 46 (51) 320 * 
 

 

Map of Surrounding Primary Schools  

 

 

 

 

CLINTYCLAY PS 

St John’s, Kingsisland – 4.3 miles 

St Mary’s, Maghery – 4.6 miles 

St John’s, Eglish – 5.6 miles 

St Jarlath’s – 5.6 miles 

St Peter’s, Collegelands – 3.5 miles 

St John’s, Moy – 4.2 miles 

St Patrick’s, Dungannon – 6.5 miles 

Edendork – 7.1 miles 

Laghey – 3.8 miles 
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If Clintyclay closes, a number of the other schools in the area would be able to 

accommodate the pupils from Clintyclay. However, parents would have choice on 

where to apply and CCMS, or other, schools would have to manage admissions on a 

case by case basis. CCMS is currently commencing a review of enrolment at St 

Patrick’s PS in Dungannon and if appropriate would intend to bring forward a 

development proposal to increase the admission/enrolment numbers if long term 

demand is evidenced.  CCMS is in discussions with the Trustee of St Patrick’s PS, 

Dungannon in regard to the need for appropriate spaces for 9 pupils who live in 

Dungannon but are currently travelling more than 5.5 miles from Dungannon to 

Clintyclay PS. Should the school require a temporary variation to enable them to 

accommodate any additional pupils CCMS will work closely with the school and the 

Department on this matter.  

 

Degree and quality of parental involvement (schools will be asked to provide 

evidence on this).  

There is a parent representative on the Board of Governors.  Parents are also 

involved when there are ongoing matters which need to be addressed with their 

children.  Parents are encouraged to report any concerns they have to the school.   

Parents and the local community are involved in raising the profile of the school, 

provision of resources for the school and fundraising events. 

Number of children in the vicinity attending (and not attending) the school.  

The majority of pupils living within 2 miles of the school attend the school. 

Contribution of the school to the community (schools will be asked to provide 

evidence on this).  

The school is very closely connected to the community. It receives strong support 

from parents, grandparents and the local community at school events such as the 

Christmas show. 

The school and local community are currently preparing for the “125 years” 

celebrations at the school. 
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Presence of other features of provision, e.g. nursery or specialist unit.   

There are no nursery or specialist units at the school. 

Multi-functional use of buildings outside formal education, for example, for 

sport, voluntary and community use. 

The school currently does not have access to any Extended Schools funding. Pupils 

have access to a range of after schools clubs including cookery, homework, transfer 

and basketball. A breakfast club was also established in Term 1 of the 2017/18 

school year. It is also hoped that an after schools dance club will be introduced soon. 
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(2) BOARD OF GOVERNORS UPDATE 
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