
Appendix A 
 

EDUCATION AUTHORITY 
 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL NO 630 
 

ST MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL, BROLLAGH 
 
Notice is hereby given that a Proposal under Article 92 of the Education Reform 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1989 has been submitted to the Education Authority by the 
Board of Governors of St Mary’s High School, Brollagh to the effect that: 
 
St Mary’s High School, Brollagh will transform to Controlled Integrated Status, with 
effect from 1 September 2020, or as soon as possible thereafter. 
 
A copy of the Proposal and Case for Change may be inspected at the offices of the 
Education Authority located at 1 Hospital Road, Omagh, BT79 0AW, between the hours of 
9.00 am and 4.30 pm and www.eani.org.uk/school-management/area-planning. 
 
Any objections or support to this Proposal should be lodged with the Area Planning 
Policy Team, Department of Education, Rathgael House, Balloo Road, Bangor, Co 
Down, BT19 7PR or emailed to dps@education-ni.gov.uk within two months of the date 
of publication of this notice.  Any letters of objection or support may be published on the 
Department of Education’s website, with appropriate redactions, if they are included in 
full in the submission on which the outcome of the proposal is decided. 
 
The Department of Education and the Education Authority operate a regime of openness 
under the Freedom of Information Act.  Letters of objection and information supplied to 
the Department of Education and the Education Authority may be subject to disclosure 
under the Freedom of Information Act, if requested.  (A fee may be charged for supplying 
this information). 
 
Sara Long 
Chief Executive 
 
 

 
  

mailto:dps@education-ni.gov.uk
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Chris Nicol 

Senior Youth Worker 

http://www.eani.org.uk 

 



 

Transformation to Controlled Integrated Status for St. Mary’s High School  

Brollagh with effect from 1 September 2020 or as soon as possible thereafter 

http://www.eani.org.uk 

 The desire amongst parents in this rural area to be 
able to access Post Primary Integrated education in 
their locality and by doing so enable the young 
people of all faiths to learn together. 



 

 The proposal has been developed as a result of 72.9 
% of the parents of pupils currently attending St. 
Mary’s HS, Brollagh voting to support the 
transformation of the school to become a Controlled 
Integrated school in the required ballot process 
conducted by the Electoral Reform Society.    



 

Extend number of rural people able to attend post primary 

(11-16) education in local area If the school can attract 

additional pupils with the integrated status, it will bring 

additional finances to the school Continued links with 

community and sport groups using school premises Minor 

impact on numbers attending school in Enniskillen Additional 

pupils will enable school to expand curriculum offer (Key stage 4 

with courses relevant to rural farming community) No 

significant additional resources will be required 

 Loss of Catholic Maintained School Status in area 



 

 Attending a larger school would bring a larger choice 
of subjects (Enniskillen schools) 

 Travel distance for all attending school 

 Pupils of all faiths will be educated together 

 Following consideration of the views expressed during 
consultation the Board of Governors will formulate a 
proposal for future provision at the school.   

 The Board of Governors will then decide whether to 
ask the Education Authority to consult with other 



 

schools that might be affected by the proposal and to 
publish a Development Proposal. 

 If a Development Proposal should be published there 
will be a two-month period of objection during which 
any views can be submitted to the Department of 
Education. 

 The Board of Governors, in consulting on the proposal 
for future provision at St. Mary’s High School, Brollagh 
would welcome your comments. 



 

 The time spent over these periods will be to seek your 
views on the proposal through a group work exercise 
and the use of Survey monkey following discussions.  



 

 

What are key issues for you? 

http://www.eani.org.uk 



 

Complete Survey Monkey 
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Appendix 2:                          Please list in order of priority  

  

Keeping a school in rural area of west Fermanagh is important.  
  

Having a Catholic Maintained school is important.  
  

Having an integrated school where all religions in area can attend is 

important.  
  

Travelling to school in Enniskillen will be better.  
  

There will be more choice of subjects in a bigger school in Enniskillen.  
  

Having courses relevant to rural and farming is important.  
  

Meeting others from a different religion.  
  

Having an integrated school to improve community relations in our 

area.  
  

The increased numbers of pupils at the school.  
  

If the school closes it will have a major impact on the community.  
  

Other: add your own statement.  
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 Appendix C 
 
St Mary’s HS – Report of Ballot Result 
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 Appendix F 
4 July 2019 
 
ETI Commentary for St Mary College, Irvinestown; St Joseph’s and St 
Fanchea’s Colleges, Enniskillen 
 
St Mary’s College, Irvinestown (223-0109) 
 
Enrolment into year 8 has fluctuated over the past four years (20 pupils in 2015; 26 
in 2016; 20 in 2017; 35 in 2018; projected 30 in 2019). 
 
As reported in the sustaining improvement inspection (SII), which took place in 
October 2017 and involved action short of strike, post-16 provision ceased with 
effect from June 20161. 
 
The district inspector (DI) carried out a district inspection visit (DIV) in June 2019. 
Four year 10 pupils (one of whom is attending Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Services and facing challenges impacting attendance and engagement with school) 
won a ‘Cracking the Code’ competition and will attend London in the summer to 
present the game they designed. 
  
With the retirement of two long-serving teachers this year, the teaching complement 
for 2019/2020 academic year will be 11.2 teachers and this presents curricular 
challenges.  The school reports it is working to ensure there is no reduction to the 
curriculum offer at Key Stage 4 as a consequence; the school collaborates with four 
schools in the area learning community to provide its Key Stage (KS) 4 curriculum, 
offering two pathways to pupils.  The principal will deliver GCSE Religious Education 
and KS 3 music in the academic year 2019-20.  
 
Through an extended schools initiative, the school is working with two local primary 
schools in delivering ‘Try it Tuesday’- two x 8 week carousel of art, science, Physical 
Education and dance.  There is also a Parents maths trail and coding work with 
year7/year8.  
 
In 2018 and noting the small numbers, the percentage of pupils (62%) who attained 
five or more GCSE qualifications or equivalent at grades A* to C, including English 
and mathematics, was above the NI average for similar schools2. The percentage of 
pupils (96%) attaining any five or more GCSE qualifications or equivalent at grades 
A* to C is well above the corresponding NI average. 
   
The school participates in a shared education partnership with Devenish College 
(221-0312), Enniskillen Royal Grammar School (242-0320) and Erne Integrated 
College (226-0280). 
  

                                           
1 https://www.etini.gov.uk/sites/etini.gov.uk/files/publications/asos-sustaining-improvement-inspection-st-marys-college-irvinestown-

county-fermanagh-223-0109.pdf. 
2 In the same free school meal (FSM) band. 

https://www.etini.gov.uk/sites/etini.gov.uk/files/publications/asos-sustaining-improvement-inspection-st-marys-college-irvinestown-county-fermanagh-223-0109.pdf
https://www.etini.gov.uk/sites/etini.gov.uk/files/publications/asos-sustaining-improvement-inspection-st-marys-college-irvinestown-county-fermanagh-223-0109.pdf
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St Joseph’s College, Enniskillen (223-0100) 
 
Over the past four years the enrolment in the school has decreased by 11% to 233 
pupils. 
  
In October 2016, the DI carried out a DIV which included three joint lesson 
observations (JLOs).  The learning and teaching was evaluated as good or better 
and the senior leadership demonstrated a sound knowledge of effective classroom 
practice to promote learning. 
 
Since the SII in March 2018, which involved action short of strike, the school’s 
performance in public examinations in 2018 based on the school’s self-evaluation 
has led to a review of the suitability of the curriculum for all of its pupils as reported in 
a DIV in September 2018. 
 
This review is a consequence of the outcomes attained at headline measures for 
GCSE qualifications or equivalent, noting the small numbers of pupils and that 
outcomes are stronger in English and mathematics than in most other subjects: 
 

 The percentage of pupils (52.6%) who attained five or more GCSE 
qualifications or equivalent at grades A* to C, including English and 
mathematics, was above the Northern Ireland (NI) average for similar 
schools3.   

 The percentage of pupils (57.9%) attaining any five or more GCSE 
qualifications or equivalent at grades A* to C decreased and was below the 
corresponding NI average.  

 
Last year, the percentage of pupils (62.5%) attaining three or more GCE A level 
qualifications or equivalent at grades A* to C remained above the NI average for 
similar schools4.   
 
The school participates in a shared education partnership with Devenish College 
(221-0312), St Fanchea's College (223-0099) and Erne Integrated College (226-
0280). 

 

 St Fanchea’s College, Enniskillen (223-0099) 
 
Over the past four years, the number of pupils at post-16 level has averaged just 
over 30 pupils across the two year groups. 
   
In February 2016, the DI carried out a DIV which included two extended JLOs.  The 
learning and teaching in both instances was evaluated as good or better and the 
senior leadership demonstrated a sound knowledge of effective classroom practice 
to promote learning. 
 
Since the SII in October 2017, which involved action short of strike, the school’s 
performance at GCSE level, noting the small numbers of pupils and the strong 

                                           
3 In the same free school meal (FSM) band. 
4 In the same free school meal (FSM) band. 
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outcomes in GCSE English and GCSE mathematics (English - 85%; mathematics - 
70%) has continued to be a strength as reported by the school in a DIV in October 
2018: 

 In 2018 the percentage of pupils (62.5%) who attained five or more GCSE 
qualifications or equivalent at grades A* to C, including English and 
mathematics, was well above the NI average for similar schools5.   

 The percentage of pupils (85%) attaining any five or more GCSE 
qualifications or equivalent at grades A* to C continued to be well above the 
corresponding NI average.   
 

In 2018 just over one-half of the year 14 pupils were entered for three GCE A level 
qualifications or equivalent.   The percentage of pupils attaining three or more GCE 
A level qualifications or equivalent at grades A* to C remained significantly below the 
NI average for similar schools6.  All of the year 14 pupils attained two or more GCE A 
level qualifications or equivalent at grades A* to E.   
 
The school participates in a shared education partnership with Devenish College 
(221-0312), St Joseph's College (223-0100) and Erne Integrated College (226-02 
 
 

                                           
5 In the same free school meal (FSM) band. 
6 In the same free school meal (FSM) band 


