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CM Ref: ED1/22/137511 
From:  EAMONN BRODERICK  
 Area Planning Team (South-West Region) 
 
 (Cleared by Janis Scallon 19 October 2023) 

  
 

Date: 23 October 2023 
 

 

To: Dr Mark Browne 
 Permanent Secretary  
  Copy distribution below: 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL (DP) 684 ï ESTABLISHMENT OF A STATUTORY 
IRISH-MEDIUM (IM) NURSERY UNIT AT GAELSCOIL NA SPEIRÍNÍ, 
MAGHERAFELT 
 
 
Issue: 
 
 
 

To decide on DP 684:  
 
A statutory nursery unit will be established at Gaelscoil 
na Speiríní to provide 26 part-time nursery places with 
effect from 1 September 2023, or as soon as possible 
thereafter. 
 

Timescale: Routine. 

Financial 
/Resource 
Implications: 
 

Capital: Should DP 684 be approved, a new modular 
unit maybe required for the nursery. Costs are 
estimated to be in excess of £500k. 
 

Resource: There would be an additional pressure on 
the Aggregated Schools Budget (ASB). 
In Year cost: estimated at £36k, charged against the 
Departmentôs óNew Schools and Unitsô fund. 
Full Year cost estimated at £62k charged against the 
ASB.  
 
Staffing: There is a requirement for one qualified 
Nursery Teacher and one Nursery Assistant.  The cost 
would be covered through Local Management of 
Schools (LMS) funding.  
 
Transport: There are no additional transport costs as 
the proposal relates to pre-school. 
 
Finance:  At 31 March 2023, Gaelscoil na Speiríní held 
a provisional surplus of £68,649. 
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FOI Implications: The content of this submission is likely to be fully 

disclosable. 
 

Statutory 
Duty Implications: 
 

Article 89 of the Education (Northern Ireland) Order 
1998 
 
Article 44 of the Education and Libraries (NI) Order 
1986. 
 
The Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016  
 
The Shared Education Act (NI) 2016 
 

Presentational 
Issues: 

Your decision has the potential to generate local media 
and stakeholder interest.  In the event of any queries 
arising, the Press Office will liaise with officials as 
required. 
(Cleared with Press Office). 
 

 
Recommendation: 

 
It is recommended that you:  
 

(i) Approve DP No 684 with a modification to the 
implementation date that: 
 
A statutory nursery unit will be established at 
Gaelscoil na Speiríní to provide 26 part-time 
nursery places with effect from 1 September 
2024, or as soon as possible thereafter. 

 
(ii) Agree that this submission (with any 

appropriate redactions) can be published on 
the Departmentôs website once the school, 
Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta (CnaG) and 
the Education Authority (EA) have been 
informed of your decision. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. On 27 September 2022, the Education Authority (EA) published Development 

Proposal (DP) 684 on behalf of the Board of Governors (BoG) of Gaelscoil na 
Speiríní proposing that: 

 
A statutory nursery unit will be established at Gaelscoil na Speiríní 
to provide 26 part-time nursery places with effect from 1 
September 2023, or as soon as possible thereafter. 

 

2. The statutory two-month objection period for this proposal commenced on the 
date of publication and ended on 28 November 2022.  A copy of the published 
DP and the proposerôs Case for Change (CfC) are reproduced at Appendices A 
and B respectively.  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Gaelscoil na Speiríní  
 

3. Gaelscoil na Speiríní is a co-educational Irish-medium (IM) primary school 
located on the former St Columbaôs Primary School site in the village of Straw 
outside Ballinascreen, Magherafelt, Co Londonderry, as illustrated on Map 1.  
The CfC advises that the school was established in September 2004 and was 
recognised by the Department in 2006. 

 
Admissions and Enrolment 
 

4. Gaelscoil na Speiríní has approved admissions and enrolment numbers of 15 
and 87 respectively.  In 2022/23, Gaelscoil na Speiríní has an actual enrolment 
of 79 pupils and an intake of 16 pupils to Year 1 at school census date, including 
six pupils with a Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN).  There were 14 
available places that pupils could apply for through the competitive admissions 
process. 
 

5. Chart 1 below illustrates the admissions and enrolment trends of the school over 
the last five years and shows that from 2018/19 to 2022/23, the schoolôs 
admissions have increased from 10 to 16 pupils and the total enrolment has 
increased from 61 to 79 pupils.  Gaelscoil na Speiríníôs actual enrolment is below 
its approved enrolment number and significantly below the Schools for the 
Future: A Policy for Sustainable Schools (SSP) recommended minimum 
enrolment of 105 pupils for a sustainable rural1 primary school.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
1 From September 2022, the urban/ rural definitions used in the SSP reflect those used by the Northern Ireland 
Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) and under the NISRA definition, Gaelscoil na Speiríní is located in a rural 
area.  Urban: schools are defined as urban if they are located in settlements with a population greater than or equal 
to 5,000 people (NISRA Bands A-E); and Rural schools are defined as rural if they are located in settlements with 
less than 5,000 people (NISRA Bands F-H). 
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Chart 1 - Gaelscoil na Speiríní ï Historical Admissions and Enrolments* 

 

    

 

    

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        
   

  *Includes pupils with Statements of SEN 

 

Naíscoil na Speiríní (3AB0481) 

 

6. Naíscoil na Speiríní is a voluntary (non-statutory) pre-school and is situated in 
the grounds of Gaelscoil na Speiríní in the village of Straw, Draperstown.  

 
7. Table 1 below shows the historical enrolments at the naíscoil for the last five 

years.  The enrolments at the naíscoil have increased from 11 pupils in 2018/19 
to 23 pupils in 2022/23, all Pre-school Education Group (PEG) funded places.  In 
the CfC PEG indicates that Naiscoil na Speiríní can accept up to 26 funded 
places in a session. 
 

Table 1 - Naíscoil na Speiríní ï Historical Enrolments 

 

2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 

Funded Overall Funded Overall Funded Overall Funded Overall Funded Overall 

11 11 19 19 23 23 20 20 23 23 

 *Includes pupils with Statements of SEN 

 

8. For 2023/24, a total of 21 applications were received for Naíscoil na Speiríní at 

the conclusion of the Pre-School Admissions process. 
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AREA CONTEXT  
 
9. On the Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure 2017 the Draperstown 

Super Output Area (SOA), in which Gaelscoil na Speiríní is located, is placed 
389 out of 890 (1 being most deprived and 890 least deprived).  In 2022/23, 19% 
(15 pupils) at Gaelscoil na Speiríní were entitled to Free School Meals (FSM). 

 
10. The Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) projections for 

the former Magherafelt Council area, the smallest geographical area for which 
population projections are available and in which Gaelscoil na Speiríní is located, 
provides an estimate of population numbers as set out in Table 2 below.  The 
table shows the predicted increases and decreases at age 3 and other age 
groups for the periods 2018-2028 and 2018-2043.  Table 3 shows reductions of 
nearly 11% at age 3 to 2028 and just over 8% to 2043.  The overarching 0-4 age 
group also shows reductions of 10.7% to 2028 and 6.7% to 2043. 

 
Table 2 - 2018-Based Population Projections for the former Magherafelt 

Council Area 

Age  2018 2019 2020  2028 2043 

3   676  663   678   602   621 

00-04 3,300 3,242 3,193 2,946 3,078 

05-09 3,640 3,563 3,507 3,134 3,023 

10-14 3,364 3,495 3,583 3,433 3,017 
Source:https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/2018-based-population-projections-areas-within-northern-ireland 

 

 Table 3 - Population Change by Age Group 

Age  
2018 to 2028 2018 to 2043 

Individuals Percentage Individuals Percentage 

3 -74 -10.9% -55 -8.1% 

00-04 -354 -10.7% -222 -6.7% 

05-09 -506 -13.9% -617 -17% 

10-14 69 2.1% -347 -10.3% 
Source:https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/2018-based-population-projections-areas-within-
northern-ireland 

 
11. Population projections for three year olds for Mid Ulster Local Government 

District (LGD) predict an overall decrease of 87 (4%) from 2170 to 2,083 between 
2018 and 2043.  The EAôs published Operational Plan 1 2022-24 (OP1) states 
that the downward trend in births in the Mid Ulster LGD is projected to continue.   

 
12. The Strategic Area Plan 2022-27 ï Planning for Sustainable Provision (the Area 

Plan) states that óThe managing authorities and sectoral bodies in their statutory 
duty will seek to identify, explore and bring forward proposals to encourage and 
facilitate both Irish Medium and Integrated education to provide sustainable 
education for an area.  Both Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta and the Northern 
Ireland Council for Integrated Education will provide guidance on innovative 
sustainable provision, working with all education partners in achieving Area 
Planning solutions, ééô. 

 

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/2018-based-population-projections-areas-within-northern-ireland
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/2018-based-population-projections-areas-within-northern-ireland
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/2018-based-population-projections-areas-within-northern-ireland
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13. Gaelscoil na Speiríní does not feature in the associated EAôs published OP1 
2022-24. 

 
Alternative IM Primary Provision 
 
14. Map 1 illustrates the location of the closest four alternative primary schools 

providing IM education in the area (this includes three stand-alone IM primary 
schools and one Catholic Maintained primary school with an IM unit).  It shows 
that the closest is Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí, Magherafelt at 9.4 miles.  The school 
has approved admissions and enrolment numbers of 21 and 125 respectively.  
In 2022/23, at school census date, the school had 102 pupils enrolled including 
* pupils with a statement of SEN and a further 19 part-time pupils enrolled in its 
nursery unit (NU).  
 

15. St Brigidôs PS, Tirkane, at 9.9 miles from Gaelscoil na Speir²n², has an IM unit 
known as Bunscoil Naomh Bríd.  The schoolôs admissions criteria state that the 
approved admissions number for St Brigidôs PS is 35, of which the IM unit has 
20 approved places.  The approved enrolment number for the school is 245, of 
which the IM unit has 152 approved places. 

 

16. In 2022/23, Bunscoil Naomh Bríd had an actual enrolment of 188 pupils which is 
significantly above its approved number of 152. 

 
17. Table 4 below shows that in the last five years the enrolments at Gaelscoil an 

tSeanchaí, Magherafelt and Gaelscoil Eoghain, Cookstown have been below the 
recommended minimum SSP threshold of 140 for a sustainable urban primary 
school.  However, the enrolments at Gaelscoil Neachtain, Dungiven and St 
Brigidôs PS, Tirkane have been above the SSP threshold of 105 for a sustainable 
rural primary school. 

 
Table 4 ï Historical Enrolments at Alternative IM Primary Schools*  
 

IM Primary 
Schools 

Urban/ 
Rural 

Distance** 
from 
Gaelscoil na 
Speirini 

2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 

Gaelscoil 
an 
tSeanchaí, 
Magherafelt 

 

Urban 9.4 miles 112 109 111 109 102 

Gaelscoil 
Eoghain, 
Cookstown 

 

Urban 11.9 miles 103 104 106 106 110 

Gaelscoil 
Neachtain, 
Dungiven 
 

Rural 12.1 miles 122 128 123 121 123 

St Brigidôs 
PS, Tirkane 
 

Rural 9.9 miles 227 243 253 258 265 

*Census Data 
** Distance as per Google Maps 
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Alternative IM Pre-school Provision 
 

18. Map 3 above illustrates that, aside from the voluntary pre-school provision at 
Naíscoil na Speiríní, there is no other voluntary IM pre-school education settings 
within the immediate locality.   
 

19. Table 5 below shows that in 2022/23, Gaelscoil Eoghain and Gaelscoil 
Neachtain, at 11.9 miles and 12.1 miles respectively, had 26 pupils enrolled in 
their NUs.  However, Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí, the closest IM pre-school provision 
at 9.4 miles, had 19 pupils enrolled.  

 
Table 5 ï Alternative Nursery Units at IM Primary Schools ï 2022/23 

 

Ref 

No 

 Post 

Code 

Distance 

in Miles 

by Road 

2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 Approved 

   Nursery Unit   f/t     p/t f/t     p/t f/t     p/t f/t     p/t f/t     p/t f/t     p/t 

304-

6691 

Gaelscoil an 

tSeanchai 

BT45 

6BW 

9.4    0     21    0     18     0     19      0     21   0      19    0 26 

504-

6699 

Gaelscoil 

Eoghain 

(Naíscoil 

Eoghain) 

BT80 

8QD 

11.9    0     26    0     26     0     26      0     26   0      26  0 26 

201-

6700 

Gaelscoil 

Neachtain 

BT47 

4RS 

12.1    23    0    0     26     0     26      0     26   0      26    0 26 

Distance as per Google Maps       f/t = full-time    p/t = part-time 
 
20. Table 6 below shows the ages of pupils enrolled in alternative IM nursery 

provision for the last five years.  In 2022/23, all three NUs enrolled pupils under 
the age of 3 i.e, Gaelscoil an tSeanchai (six pupils); Naíscoil Eoghain (ten pupils) 
and Gaelscoil Neachtain (* pupils). 

Table 6 ï IM Nursery Units by Age 

 

 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 

Age 2 3 4 2 2       3 4 3 4 2 3 4 2       3 4 

Nursery Unit 
 

  
 

     
 

  
 

  

Gaelscoil an 
tSeanchai 

* 19 - * * 16 - 16 - * 15 - 6 12 * 

Naíscoil 
Eoghain 

* 24 - 8 * 25 - 18 - 6 20 - 10 16 - 

Gaelscoil 
Neachtain 

- 23 - 8 6 20 - 18 - 7 19 - * 21 - 

Source: Census Data 
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Alternative Pre-School Provision 

21. Map 3 illustrates alternative English-medium pre-school provision within a five-

mile radius of Naíscoil na Speiriní and shows that there is no statutory provision, 

only voluntary pre-school provision.  Table 7 below shows that Ballinascreen 

Early Years provided places over and above their PEG funded places in each of 

the last five years.  In 2022/23, Ballinascreen Early Years and Tober Tinys had 

enrolments significantly over their quota of funded places. 

 

22. As there is no statutory pre-school provision within a five-mile radius of Gaelscoil 

na Speiríní, there have been no underage children admitted to a funded pre-

school setting in the area in any of the last four academic years. 

Table 7 ï Alternative Pre-School Provision ï Funded and Total Places 

Ref No  Postcode Distance 

in miles 

by Road 

2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22  2022/23 

 Pre-School     T      F     T       F    T       F    T       F  T       F   

3AB0481 Naíscoil na 
Speiríní 

BT45 7BB 0  11    11  19     19   23     23   20     20  23    23 

3AB0101 Ballinascreen 
Early Years 

BT45 7AG 1.2    63    43     55    35   46     32   46     31  32   26 

3AB0534 Little 
Wombles 
Cross 
Community 
Playgroup 

BT45 7AA 1.2  26    25     20    20   24     24   26     19  26    26 

3AB0482 Tober Tinys 
Community 
Playgroup 

BT45 5SG 4.9 22    22    23     22   25     25   23     23  35    25 

3AB0138 Slievegallion 
Community 
Pre-School 

BT45 5LS 5.8 22    21 21     20   14     14   21     21  16    16 

Total    144  122 138  116   132   118   136   114 132  116 

Distance as per Google Maps    T = Total    F = funded   
 
23. Map 3 illustrates that the nearest statutory nursery provision is at Magherafelt 

Nursery School (NS) however, the nursery is located 9.6 miles away from 

Gaelscoil na Speiríní.  In 2023/24, Magherafelt NS received 99 first preference 

applications and a total of 102 applications for its 26 full-time places and 27 first 

preference applications and a total of 101 applications for its 104 part-time places 

at the conclusion of the admissions process. 

 

24. Magherafelt NS has a good level of religious balance with 47 pupils from the 

Protestant tradition and 53 from the Catholic tradition; 30 pupils are recorded as 

Other in 2022/23. 
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25. On 7 September 2023, the EA published a proposal on behalf of the BoG for the 

Transformation of Magherafelt NS to Controlled Integrated status with effect from 

1 September 2023, or as soon as possible thereafter. 

 
Table 8 ï Alternative Nursery Provision 
 

Ref No  Postcode Distance in 

miles by 

Road 

2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 

 Nursery 

School 

  f/t     p/t f/t    p/t f/t     p/t f/t     p/t f/t     p/t 

311-6177 
 

Magherafelt 

NS 

BT45 6PA 9.6  26   104  26   104   27  104    26   104    26   104 

Source: Census Data 

26. Table 9 below shows the ages of pupils enrolled at Magherafelt NS for the last 
five years.  In 2022/23, Magherafelt NS admitted ten underage pupils into its 
nursery. 
 

Table 9 ï Nursery School by Age 

 

 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 

Age 2 3 4 2 3 4 2 3 4 2       3 4  2       3 4 

Magherafelt 
NS 

25 84 21 22 88 20 * 108 21 38 92 0 10 120 0 

Source: Census Data 
 

27. Table 10 below shows that for 2023/24 there were three available places at 
Naíscoil na Speiríní and one space at Little Wombles Cross Community 
Playgroup for pre-school and nursery provision at the conclusion of the EAôs pre-
school admissions process. 
 

Table 10 ï Applications/Allocations for September 2023/2024 
 
Ref No Pre School Approved  1st 

Preference 
Total 

Applications 
Total                  

Accepted 
Available 
Places* 

3AB-0481 Naíscoil na Speiríní 23 19 20 20 3 

3AB0101 Ballinascreen Early 
Years 

29 29 29 29 0 

3AB0534 Little Wombles Cross 
Community 
Playgroup 

26 24 25 25 1 

3AB0482 Tober Tinys 
Community 
Playgroup 

25 26 26 25 0 

3AB0138 Slievegallion 
Community Pre-
School 

16 15 16 16 0 
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 Nursery School      

311-6177 
 

Magherafelt NS  

Full-time Places 

26 88 91 26 0 

311-617P Part-time Places   104 37 96 96 8 

Source EA data *Does not account for deferred allocations or penultimate allocations 
 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Duty to Encourage and Facilitate the Development of IM Education  
 

28. There is a statutory duty on the Department of Education (the Department) under 
Article 89(1) of the Education (Northern Ireland) Order 1998 to óencourage and 
facilitate the development of Irish-medium educationô. Article 89 specifies IM 
education as óeducation provided in an Irish speaking schoolô and does not 
categorise IM provision by management type. 
 

29. The Article 89 statutory duty does not equate to a duty to grant every proposal 
brought forward on behalf of an IM school; however, it must be considered 
alongside other Departmental polices for example the Departmentôs duty under 
Article 44 of the Education and Libraries (NI) Order 1986 whereby pupils shall be 
educated in accordance with the wishes of their parents and under Managing 
Public Money to ensure effective and efficient use of public funds.  It is important 
that the Department strives to meet demonstrated parental preference in an area 
for pre-school education at IM primary schools.  In discharging these duties, it is 
essential that the Department does not inadvertently constrain the development 
of IM education. 

 

30. The Department must also be mindful of the ruling by Judge Treacy in the Judicial 
Review (JR) McKee v Department of Education, 2011. He said: ñthe Department 
may facilitate and encourage the Irish-medium sector in ways that it need not for 
other sectors by taking positive steps or removing obstacles which inhibit the 
statutory objectiveò.  The judgement also says that óThe lack of a corresponding 
obligation in respect of English medium schools implies that the respondent must 
act to facilitate and encourage the Irish-medium sector in ways that it does not 
for the English medium sector.ô 

 

Effective and Efficient Use of Public Funds 
 

31. The Department must be mindful of its duty under Article 44 of the Education and 
Libraries (NI) Order 1986 and under Managing Public Money to ensure effective 
and efficient use of public funds. 
 

32. Article 44 states that óso far as is compatible with the provision of efficient 
instruction and training and the avoidance of unreasonable public expenditure, 
pupils shall be educated in accordance with the wishes of their parentsô. 
 

33. More detail on the financial implications associated with the proposal are 
included at paragraphs 223-227 below. 
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Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 
 

34. Rural proofing has been a requirement for all Government Departments in 
Northern Ireland since 2002 and has been an integral part of the policy 
development process.  In 2016 the commitment to rural proofing was 
strengthened with the introduction of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016, óThe Actô.  
The Act places a duty on Government Departments to have due regard to rural 
needs when developing, adopting, implementing or revising policies, strategies 
and plans and when designing and delivering public services.  It came into 
operation for Government Departments and District Councils on 1 June 2017 and 
applied to public authorities from 1 June 2018.  
 

35. Gaelscoil na Speiríní is located in Magherafelt in the Draperstown SOA and 
under the SSP, now aligned with NISRA definitions, the school remains classified 
as rural. 

 

Shared Education Act (NI) 2016 

36. The Shared Education Act (NI) 2016 makes legislative provision in relation to 
Shared Education.  It provides a definition of Shared Education and confers a 
duty on the Department of Education to encourage, facilitate and promote 
Shared Education and a power on relevant arms-length bodies to encourage and 
facilitate Shared Education. 

 
37. Shared Education is not a type of school; rather it encourages all types of schools 

to collaborate with other schools to provide opportunities for pupils from different 
religious and socio-economic backgrounds to be educated together.  Schools 
retain their individual ethos collaborating together in partnership for the benefit of 
their pupils.    

 
38. While any Shared Education programme must initially meet the Shared 

Education definition2 set out in the Shared Education (NI) Act 2016, each 
programme is unique to the needs of the partner schools.  Hence Shared 
Education provision in partnerships in a local geographical area can differ across 
partnerships.  

 

39. Gaelscoil na Speiríní was in a Shared Education Signature Project (SESP) 
Transition Phase partnership with Killross PS. 

 

40. Kilross PSô website stated that they had been working in partnership with the IM 
school, Gaelscoil na Speiríní in Drapterstown, since 2010 and the two schools 
worked together each term through the SESP. 

 

 
2 The education together of (a) those of different religious belief, including reasonable numbers of both 

Protestant and Roman Catholic children or young persons and (b) those experiencing socio-economic 

deprivation and those who are not.  
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41. A proposal (DP 687) to discontinue Kilross PS was approved on 30 January 

2023.  However, the CfC for Kilross PS stated that the EA will look to explore 

partnership configurations for Gaelscoil na Speirini.   

Policy Context ï Early Years 

 

42. The Departmentôs Learning to Learn Policy (A Framework for Early Years 
Education and Learning, published on 7 October 2013), among its key actions, 
placed a moratorium on any new or additional full-time provision or conversion 
from part-time to full-time (defined as over 4.5 hours) in advance of a review of 
the current levels of full-time provision, existing research and the needs of 
children being served by it. 
 

43. In light of the statutory duty to encourage and facilitate the development of IM 
education, and in recognition of the benefits of an immersion experience at pre-
school for those pupils wishing to access IM primary provision, the Department 
considers the need for IM pre-school provision in the context of Recommendation 
2 of the IM Review (2009): to allow registered IM providers with sufficient children 
to enter the existing funding programme, even where unfilled English-medium 
provision is available in the area. 

 

44. It is the Departmentôs practice, where possible, not to displace good quality pre-
school provision already in existence with pre-school provision in an alternative 
setting.  This includes not ceasing funding for an existing Pre-School Education 
Programme (PSEP) funded playgroup and establishing statutory nursery 
provision as an alternative, although all cases are assessed on their own merit. 

 

CASE FOR CHANGE (CfC) 
 

45. The CfC states that the rationale for the proposal is to provide parents and their 
children with the optimum start to their education.  Through the Departmentôs 
óPre-School Expansion Programmeô the Department aims to ensure that at least 
one year of pre-school education is available to every family that wants it. 
 

46. The CfC states that the DP also falls in line with:- 
 

 
ü the statutory duty to encourage and facilitate IM education (Article 89, 

Education (NI) Order 1998); 
ü Recommendation No 2 from the Review of Irish-medium Education Report 

(2008);  
ü the obligations arising from the European Charter for Regional and Minority 

Languages; and 
ü Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016. 

 
47. The CfC asserts that two options were considered, i.e. Naíscoil na Speiríní to 

remain as a voluntary naíscoil or to apply to become a statutory NU.  There are 
several reasons that the option to change the voluntary provision to statutory has 
been chosen as the way forward.  Not only has the committee of the voluntary 
naíscoil agreed that the BoG submit a DP to that end but also:-  
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ü several added benefits associated with a statutory NU that the voluntary 
provision does not provide; 

ü area planning interests; and 
ü an urgency to accommodation and site concerns.  

 
48. It further asserts that óGiven the increasing urgency with which the provision may 

have to relocate, there is a real danger that the pre-school and primary provisions 
will be severely impacted if separated.  Therefore without establishing a statutory 
nursery unit, there is a real danger that IM pre-school provision in the village will 
be left without a site.  This presents a genuine risk to the development and 
ultimately the sustainability of the IM primary provision in the locality which, in 
turn, would undermine its contribution to Gaelcholáiste Dhoire, Dungiven and/or 
Scoil Iósaef, Donaghmoreô. 
 

49. It adds that at the heart of the proposal, is the desire to further enhance the pre-
school provision and continue to build upon the good educational and linguistic 
standards set by the current voluntary provision and ultimately, to future-proof 
the provision.  Research commissioned by both the Stormont Assembly and the 
Department have identified several benefits and higher educational outcomes as 
a result of children attending nursery schools/classes.  The óEffective Preschool 
Provision in Northern Ireland, or EPPNI, (DENI, 2010)ô research indicates when 
considering different types of preschool provision, or none, that:  

 
ñéthere is a significant beneficial effect of attending a nursery school/class for 
Key Stage 2 English attainment, with the nursery school/class group being 
over 3 times more likely to attain level 5 as the no preschool group. Also 
playgroup children are about twice as likely to attain level 4 as the no 
preschool group. There is a significant beneficial effect of attending a nursery 
school/class or playgroup for attainment in Key Stage 2 mathematics, with the 
nursery school/class group being almost 3 times as likely to attain level 5, 
while the playgroup children are over twice as likely to attain level 5, as the no 
preschool group.ò 
 

50. The CfC notes EPPNI research from 2006 regarding the increased educational 
outcomes of a statutory nursery experience ñthere are significant differences 
between preschool settings and their impact on children. Nursery 
schools/classes have the overall best outcomesò.  

 
51. The CfC asserts that the proposal to bring both levels of provision under a single 

management authority would ensure greater coherence between pre-school and 
foundation stage education and an enhanced continuity for the children and 
refers to a  study óAn Traein: ag aistriú ón Naíonra go dtí an Bhunscoilô (The 
Train: transferring from Nursery to Primary), conducted in the south of Ireland, 
(Mhic Mathúna, 2011). 

 

52. It further asserts that the increased enrolment will contribute to the long-term 
viability and expansion of Gaelscoil na Speiríní and to the IM post-primary 
provision. 

 

53. The CfC references the Departmentôs 2020 ñReport on the Educational 
Outcomes of Pre-school Irish-medium Educationò stating that the report 
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recommended extending the number of statutory nursery settings as a means of 
ensuring consistency of experience for all pupils. 
 

54. The CfC is reproduced in full at Appendix B.  The CfC confirms that equality 
screening of the proposal was carried out.  A copy of the Equality Screening 
document is reproduced at Appendix C. 

 
STATUTORY DP PROCESSES 
 
Pre-publication Consultation 
 
55. The CfC confirms at a BoG meeting on 8 December 2021 it was agreed to 

proceed with a DP and staff and parents of Gaelscoil na Speiríní were consulted 
between 1 February 2022 and18 February 2022. 

 
56. The CfC asserts óAll of the opinions and views collated during the internal 

consultation indicated strong support for the proposal.  Governors, teachers, and 
parents alike, all feel that this is a necessary step forward for Irish-medium 
Education in the wider Ballinascreen/Draperstown community and that this 
particular step will bring further long-term stability to the IM provision in the local 
communityô. 
 

57. In accordance with Article 14 of the Education and Libraries (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1986, a copy of the proposal was sent on 27 April 2022 to 52 schools and 
pre-school settings which, in the opinion of the EA, might be affected by the 
proposal.  Comments were invited from the BoGs and Trustees; to be returned 
to the EA by 25 May 2022. 
 

58. Four responses were received from affected schools, i.e. one response from the 
BoG of Gaelscoil na Speiríní supporting the proposal and three responses from 
St Maryôs PS, Draperstown, the BoG of St Columbaôs PS and Ballinascreen Early 
Years Pre-school Education Centre; all of which do not support the proposal. 

 

59. A summary of the emerging themes is set out in the CfC reproduced at Appendix 
B.  It was pointed out that the establishment of a NU at Gaelscoil na Speiríní will 
provide stability to IM pre-school education in the local area.  However, concerns 
were expressed that there was spare capacity within existing English-medium 
settings. 

 

EA and Pre-School Education Group (PEG) Comments 
 
60. The EA, in supporting the Department in its duty to encourage and facilitate the 

development of IM education, supports the proposal to establish a statutory NU 
at Gaelscoil na Speiríní to provide 26 part-time nursery places and states that 
óThe proposal is in effect a change in management from a voluntary provider to 
a statutory provider resulting in no change in provision within the areaô. 

 
61. The EA advises that the proposal was discussed at the PEG meeting on 7 April 

2022.  PEG considered the proposal from Gaelscoil na Speiríní for comment in 
line with guidance provided by DE regarding pre-school education and the 
statutory duty to encourage and facilitate Integrated and IM education.  The PEG 
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supports the proposal óon the basis of demonstrated parental demand as 
evidenced by the number of 1st preference applications (19 for 20 places)ô and 
commented as follows: 

 

óIt is important the Education Authority and the PEG support the Department in 

fulfilling its statutory duty by striving to meet demonstrated parental demand in 

an area for pre-school education at grant-maintained and controlled integrated 

primary schools, as well as parental demand for Irish-medium pre-school 

education. 

 

óFurthermore, Naíscoil na Speiríní sits on the grounds of Gaelscoil na Speiríní 

and the landlord has given notice to both provisions.  If the naíscoil does not 

move with the gaelscoil to the new site, or does not secure another site, it has 

the potential to close completely.ô 

 

62. However, PEG states that it would have concerns in regard to the potential 

impact of this additional provision, including: 

 

óPotential replacement of the existing funded non-statutory pre-school provision 

on the schoolôs grounds; this may lead to staff redundancies and uptake of 

younger children into the statutory nursery unit at Gaelscoil na Speiríní should 

the DP be approvedô. 

 

63. PEG noted that:- 

 

¶ Naíscoil na Speiríní received 19 first preference applications for 23 places in 

the 2021-22 academic year. 

¶ Within a two-mile radius, 66 first preference applications were received for 79 

places. 

¶ There is no other IM provision within a five-mile radius. 

¶ The existing figures suggest sufficient provision exists to meet current demand 

within the area. 

 
Two-Month Statutory Objection Period 
 
64. The two-month statutory objection period for this proposal commenced on the 

date of publication and ended on 28 November 2022.  During this period, the 
Department received a total of eight letters of support from the BoG of Gaelscoil 
Neachtain; Emma Sheerin, MLA; Gaeloideachas Co. Dhoire; the Chair of the 
BoG of Gaelcholáiste Dhoire; Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta (CnaG); Conchúr Ó 
Muirí, Irish Language Development Officer; Councillor (Cllr) Catherine Elattar 
and Dr Pádraig Ó Tiarnaigh, Conradh na Gaeilge.  No letters of objection were 
received.  A summary of the comments supporting the proposal are set out 
below:- 

 
BoG of Gaelscoil Neachtain 
 
65. The BoG of Gaelscoil Neachtain (over 10 miles from Gaelscoil na Speiríní) 

commented as follows:- 
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óSuch a nursery will benefit the growth, development and consolidation of 

Gaeloideachas / Irish medium education in the wider Ballinascreen area.  From 

information provided in the pre-publication consultation, there is a clear need for 

such provision.  This information also indicates how the increase in numbers will 

be sustained in the near future. 

 

óSituated in a rural location, we believe it is very important that children in the 

Ballinascreen community can access nursery education locally, through the 

medium of Irish if that is their parentsô choice. 

 

óSince this proposal is for the establishment of an Irish-medium nursery, the 
Board of Governors of Gaelscoil Neachtain is satisfied that it will not have a 
detrimental effect on existing provision in the areaô.   
 

Emma Sheerin ï MLA 
 
66. Emma Sheerin states that she ósupports the right of parents to have as much 

choice as possible when it comes to the education of their children.  It is vital that 
parents are involved in their childrenôs school journey, and that the provision 
offered is as varied as possible, in order that the needs of the entire community 
can be catered for.  She believes that the addition of Irish-medium education to 
the local South Derry area is something to be celebrated, and it has provided 
local children with a fantastic opportunity to be educated in their native tongueô. 
 

67. Ms Sheerin asserts that Gaelscoil na Speiríní is a fantastic example of one such 
asset and she has seen at first hand how they have grown from strength to 
strength as a school in recent years. Their request for a statutory naíscoil unit 
within the current Gaelscoil is a response to the increasing demand from the local 
community who, in greater numbers year-on-year, are choosing to give their 
children the gift of the Irish language.   

 
68. Ms Sheerin states óI am keen to see this demand facilitated, which I believe is for 

the betterment of the greater Ballinascreen areaô. 
 

Gaeloideachas Co. Dhoire 
 

69. Gaeloideachas Co. Dhoire states it óhas been at the forefront of the Irish 
language revival in County Derry since founding the first rural, Irish-medium 
Nursery School in 1992ô. 

 

70. Gaeloideachas Co. Dhoire asserts one of their most important goals is to support 
area-based strategic development in the Countyôs Irish language sector.  It states 
that this approach was crucial in relation to developing the long-term viability of 
the sector, especially in relation to developing a viable post-primary school 
sector. 

 

71. Gaeloideachas Co. Dhoire asserts that the proposal to develop IM schooling in 
the local area is a positive action which will improve the variety of provisions and 
give parents more choice.  It states that it is also a positive step forward in terms 
of accessibility to these facilities for those of all beliefs, and in promoting the 
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language in the education sector and improving accessibility to our rich native 
tongue. 

 

72. Gaeloideachas Co. Dhoire state óThe promotion and protection of minority 
languages was detailed in the Good Friday Agreement and was made statutory 
by the Education Order NI 1998 and the Department of Education were given 
statutory duties (both directly and through the Education Authority) to encourage 
and facilitate the development of Irish-medium schools.  We believe that the 
proposal complies with this statutory goal and that it should be approvedô. 

 

Chair of the BoG of Gaelcholáiste Dhoire 
 

73. The Chairperson of the BoG of Gaelcholáiste Dhoire states that óThe majority of 
the children in Irish-medium Education do not speak Irish at home and thus, 
pupils have specific needs when they begin their primary education. Therefore, 
the preschool system is more important in the Irish-medium sector than in any 
other ï developing understanding, speaking skills and vocabulary in the 
language as well as providing the standard curriculum found in ómainstreamô 
English speaking nursery schoolsô.  

 

74. óIn order for children to benefit as much as possible from their preschool 

experience, it is vital that an educational setting is organised in a professional 

manner by a qualified teacher. We agree with the Development Proposal to 

create a Statutory Preschool in Gaelscoil na Speiriní. It is vitally important for the 

sector and is fully in line with the statutory duties set out by the Department (and 

the Education Authority) on Irish-medium educationô. 
 

CnaG 

 

75. CnaG states that the DP is consistent with their Strategic Development Plan to 

ensure the sustainability of the sector, and supports the proposal for the following 

reasons:- 

 

¶  óIt is the view of CnaG that the change of status to the current pre-school 

setting from voluntary to statutory unit is in line with the wishes of the local and 

school community. 

¶ Gaelscoil na Speiríní has demonstrated that the leadership of the school can 

manage the additional provision. 

¶ It is anticipated that the approval of the DP would have a positive impact on 

LTE at Gaelscoil na Speiríní. 

¶ It is also anticipated that it would increase the pool of pupils for Gaelcholáiste 

Dhoire, Dungiven and, in doing so, contribute to the consolidation of the sector 

at the primary level and at the post-primary level locally and regionally, 

respectively. 

¶ The educational, financial and practical benefits of bringing both provisions 

under a single management which are articulated within the case for change. 

¶ Given the planned relocation of Gaelscoil na Speiríní the physical presence of 

the IM pre-school provision on the same site is essential for the sustainability 

of the IM provision in the area as it is the feeder for the school.  The current 

voluntary status of Naiscoil na Speiríní would not allow for its relocation with 
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the school.  Hence, the need for its change of status to statutory which would 

enable the Department of Education to consolidate its decision to relocate 

Gaelscoil na Speiríní otherwise it would undermine the sustainability of the IM 

provision in the wider Drapterstown area. 

¶ Any separation of the pre-school and primary provision would undermine the 

long-term growth and development of the school which is why both preschool 

and primary provision must share the same site. 

¶ With the subsequent planned replacement of the voluntary provision by the 

statutory provision no displacement will occurô. 
 

76. CnaG asserts that it is for the above reasons that they believe that the approval 

of DP 684 will not only improve the quality of education available to the children 

attending Gaelscoil na Speiríní, but it will also contribute to its sustainability, and 

thus the future proofing of the IM sector locally and regionally. 
 

Conchúr Ó Muirí  
 
77. Conchúr Ó Muirí is an Irish Language Development Officer based in 

Ballyinascreen and has provided very similar comments to the Chair of the BoG 
of Gaelcholáiste Dhoire as set out above. 

 

Cllr Catherine Elattar 

 

78. Councillor Elattar from Mid Ulster District Council provided the following 

comments:- 

 

óAs a local councillor in the area, I have seen the development of Gaelscoil na 

Speiríní over the past number of years. It is growing in popularity every year, with 

increasing numbers of parents choosing Irish medium education for their 

children.  A statutory nursery would have a positive, formative influence on 

childrenôs I of Irish in their early years. Such a nursery, under the management 

of Gaelscoil na Speirini, as part of the school development plan, would also 

contribute very much to continuity in Irish medium education at Gaelscoil na 

Speirini. This nursery would give young children an opportunity to become 

familiar with Gaelscoil staff and the Gaelscoil environment from the earliest days. 

 

óVery importantly, a nursery at Gaelscoil na Speirini would provide an equal 

opportunity for all children, including those with Special Education Needs, to 

benefit from statutory pre-school education through the medium of Irish. In 

practical terms, it would provide further opportunities and choice within the whole 

community regarding pre-school education. 

 

79. óIn summary, I believe that under the management of the Gaelscoil na Speirini, 

Irish medium pre-schooling would be strengthened in terms of continuity of 

childrenôs learning, language acquisition, professional development of staff and 

overall management. A nursery at Gaelscoil na Speirini would give stability to 

Irish medium pre-school education in Ballinascreenô.  
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Dr Pádraig Ó Tiarnaigh ï Conradh na Gaelige 
 
80. Dr Ó Tiarnaigh writes on behalf of Conradh na Gaelige, a national Irish language 

organisation. He comments óConradh na Gaeilge believes this development 
proposal be incredibly important for the future development of Irish Medium 
Education, ensuring statutory support for the nursery unit at Gaelscoil na 
Speiríní. We believe it to be well established in the Good Friday Agreement for 
the state to take ñresolute actionò to promote the language and that this 
development proposal falls within the remit of the Irish Medium Education 
Statutory Duty regarding the development of IME. 
 

81. Responses in support of DP 684 are reproduced in full at Appendix C. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT 
 
82. The Departmentôs SSP sets out six criteria supported by quantitative and 

qualitative indicators, which provide the framework for consideration of a schoolôs 
longer-term sustainability.  The primary objective of the policy is to ensure that 
all children and young people receive a high-quality education in schools that are 
educationally and financially viable in the longer term.  Although the SSP does 
not apply to pre-school provision, it is important when considering the 
establishment of statutory pre-school provision that the host school is assessed.  
An assessment of Gaelscoil na Speiríní against the six sustainability criteria and 
their associated indicators is as follows: 

 
Criterion 1 ï Quality Education Experience 
 
83. The Education and Training Inspection (ETI) carried out an inspection of Gaelscoil 

na Speiríní in November 2012 (when 33 pupils were enrolled in the school) and, 
although very dated, concluded that the quality of education provided by the school 
was óGoodô.  The school has important strengths in most of its educational and 
pastoral provision.  The report, however, also stated that óIt will be important that 
the employing authority, school governors and the staff plan for, and manage, 
issues related to the sustainability of the school provision and school budget, in 
order to address the current and future needs of the pupils and the staffô. 

 
84. An ETI inspection in March 2019 was hampered by industrial action.  No further 

information from the ETIôs update of 19 October 2022 was provided on the quality 
of education at the school. 
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Composite Classes 
 
85. The SSP recommends that there should be no more than two composite year 

groups in a single classroom at primary school level.  Table 11 below shows that 
Gaelscoil na Speiríní operates with three composite classes each consisting of 
two year groups, i.e. P2/P3; P4/P5 and P6/P7 evidencing no composite classes 
of more than two-year groups.   
 
Table 11 ï Gaelscoil na Speiríní ï Composite Classes in 2022/23 
 

Year Group P1 P2 P3  P4 P5  P6 P7 

Pupils 16 12 13   6 11  9 12 

Total 16 25    17 
 

  21 
 

 
Teaching Staff 
 
86. Statistics confirm that in 2022/23 the school employed 3.40 full-time equivalent 

teaching staff which includes a teaching Principal and is below the minimum of 
four teachers at primary school level recommended by the SSP. 

 
Special Education Needs (SEN) 
 

87. In 2022/23, Gaelscoil na Speiríní had six pupils enrolled with a Statement of SEN 
and a further 17 pupils with non-statemented SEN.  The ETI inspection in 
November 2012, although very dated, reported that óThe provision for special 
educational needs (SEN) is very good. Around 12% of the children receive in-
class support for their learning. There is well-planned provision for the children; 
the individual education plans contain appropriate targets for improvement and 
both the children and their parents are involved in devising themô.  
 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
 

88. The CfC advises that óThe childrenôs learning experiences are enriched by a 
wide-ranging extra-curricular programme.  There is a well-planned After-Schools 
for children in P.3-7 every dayô. 
 

89. It adds that there are weekly Yoga Classes, Core Kids Classes, Zumba Classes, 
weekly Art Classes, weekly PDMU (Personal Development and Mutual 
Understanding) classes and sessions enhanced by the Tree of Knowledge 
Programme.   
 

90. The schoolôs website states that Gaelscoil na Speiríní is involved with the Eco-
Schools programme which provides an ideal way for fostering environmental 
awareness in the entire school while also linking to the curriculum.  Healthy 
eating is promoted in curriculum lessons. 

 



27 
 

91. The ETI inspection of November 2012 reports that óIn the best practice, the 
teachers made effective connections across a range of subjects and the children 
acquired useful cross-curricular skillsô. 

 
Physical Environment 
 
92. The CfC states that the site on which Gaelscoil na Speiríní and Naíscoil na 

Speiríní are located is leased by the respective Gaelscoil and Naíscoil 
management committees from the Catholic Church on the site of the former St 
Columbaôs PS. 
 

93. The CfC states that the St Caniceôs Educational Trust has sent a letter to the 
Management of the Gaelscoil and Glór na Speiríní (the landlord of the naíscoil) 
to state that the lease will end in August 2024.  

 

94. The CfC states that the Department, being informed by the BoG that they were 
to vacate the site at the end of the current lease (August 2024), instructed Land 
and Property Services to carry out a site search. 

 

95. The CfC asserts that the current pre-school room, also located on the grounds 
of the former St Columbaôs PS site, meets the minimum requirements for 26 
pupils, however, it is highly unlikely that the current accommodation would be 
available after August 2024. 

 

96. Investment and Infrastructure Directorate (IID) advise that in September 2021 
the Department initated a site search and feasbility study to relocate Gaelscoil 
na Speiríní, as the school had received notice from the Trust that their lease 
would not be extended beyond August 2024.  Despite five potential sites being 
identified, all have been ruled out as a suitable new location for the school.  In 
recent negotiations the Trust have agreed to a lease extension to August 2029; 
which should provide the time to identify a new site and relocate the school. 
 

97. Whilst Gaelscoil na Speiríní and Naíscoil na Speiríní operate on a restricted site, 

the CfC advises that the current pre-school room meets the minimum 

requirements for 26-pupils.   

 

98. It is currently proposed that Gaelscoil na Speiríní will be relocated when its lease 

expires in August 2029.  Should the Naíscoil be made statutory a new modular 

unit may be required for the nursery at the Gaelscoilôs new location, costs would 

be in excess of £500k.  

 
Pastoral Care 
 

99. The ETI Inspection Report of November 2012, although very dated, states that 
the óthe quality of the pastoral care at Gaelscoil na Speir²n² is óvery goodô and 
concluded that the school has important strengths in most of its pastoral 
provision. 
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Criterion 2 ï Stable Enrolment Trends 

 
100. Gaelscoil na Speiríní currently has approved admissions and enrolment numbers 

of 15 and 87 respectively. Table 12 below shows the schoolôs actual enrolment 
for the last five years and while the figures are below the SSPôs recommended 
minimum enrolment of 105 for a sustainable rural primary school, there is 
evidence of growth.  The schoolôs enrolments have steadily increased since the 
school was recognised by the Department, with figures in Table 12 showing an 
increase from 61 pupils in 2018/19 to 79 pupils in 2022/23 and admissions  
increasing from ten pupils to 16 pupils.  These figures include pupils with a 
Statement of SEN. 

 
Table 12 ï Gaelscoil na Speiríní ï Historical Enrolments and Admissions*  

 

Year 

 

2018/19 

 

2019/20 

 

2020/21 

 

2021/22 

 

2022/23 

Enrolment 61 60 68 73 79 

Admissions 10 7 14 14 16 

*Source ï census data 
 

101. Table 13 below shows the enrolment in each year group at Gaelscoil na Speiríní 
in 2022/23.   The combined year groups of P1-P3 show a total enrolment of 41 
pupils and this is compared to a total enrolment of 32 in P5-P7.  EA data at the 
conclusion of the primary schools admissions process for 2023/24 show 16 first 
preference applications for Gaelscoil na Speiríní.  This evidences the continued 
growth in the schoolôs enrolments.   
 
Table 13 ï Gaelscoil na Speiríní ï 2022/23 Year Group Enrolments 

 

Year Group P1 P2 P3  P4  P5 P6 P7 

Pupils 16 12 13   6  11 9 12 

Totals in P1-P3 
and P5-P6 

 41     32 

 
 
First Preference Applications 
 
102. Table 14 below shows the first preference applications and total applications 

received over a five-year period 2019/20-2023/24.  The table evidences that first 
preference applications have been rising from seven in 2019/20 to 16 in 2023/24.  
The school exceeded its approved admissions number of 15 in 2022/23 and 
2023/24. 
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Table 14 ï Gaelscoil na Speiríní ï Applications for Admission 

 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 

 

2023/24 

First 

Preference 

7 12 13 16 16 

All 

Applications 

7 12 13 17 16 

  *Excludes pupils with a Statement of SEN 

 

Temporary Variations (TVs) 

 

103. If a school receives more applications than it has places available, it can request 
a TV to its admissions and/or enrolment number from the Department.  The 
Department may approve TVs to a schoolôs numbers to respond to particular 
demographic pressures in an area in a particular year.  
 

104. Table 15 below shows that Gaelscoil na Speiríní was granted a TV to its 

approved admissions number for 2023/24.  

 

Table 15 ï Gaelscoil na Speiríní ï TVs 

 

 Approved 
Admissions 

Number 

Approved  
Enrolment 

Number 

Temporary Variations 
Approved 

(to a total of) *  

   Total 
Admissions 

Total 
Enrolment 

2019/20 15 87 - - 

2020/21 15 87 - - 

2021/22 15 87 - - 

2022/23 15 87 - - 

2023/24 15 87 16 - 
 *Excludes children with a Statement of SEN 

 

Religious Balance 

105. In 2022/23, Gaelscoil na Speiríní enrolled 78 pupils from a Catholic background 
and # from an Other Christian background. 

 
Criterion 3 ï Sound Financial Position 
 
106. The schoolôs Provisional Surplus position as at 31 March 2023 is £68,649 (over 

21% of its allocation) which is well in excess of the +/-5% range for budget 

surpluses/deficits stipulated by the Department in LMS Guidance.  The schoolôs 

Surplus in the previous year, up to 31 March 2022 was £55,956. 
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107. The school received a total delegated budget of £317,739 in the 2022-23 

financial year for 793 FTE pupils, which generates a per capita of £4,022.  

 

The average for all primary schools is £3,403. 
 

108. The school received £51,829 for Small Schools Support funding, which 

represents 100% of the maximum funding for this factor, within the Nursery & 

Primary funding stream. 

 

109. The school also received Ã16,420 in respect of Primary Principalsô Release Time. 

 

110. Any new provision (including new NUs) opening during the year are a pressure 

for the Departmentôs ñNew Schools & Unitsò fund.  A new 26 P/T NU is likely to 

create a funding need of around £36k ï based on past costs for such units 

opening during the financial year ï for the period from Opening to the end of that 

financial year.  Full year costs to the Aggregated Schools Budget are likely to be 

circa £62k (for new provision, not previously funded). 

 

111. The CfC states that whilst the school has had a surplus of greater than 5%, the 

difficulties posed by Covid restrictions have prevented some restricted funds 

being spent and planned educational activities during the pandemic were 

delayed adding that staff costs were not as high due to the need for temporary 

staff cover. 

 

Criterion 4 ï Strong Leadership and Management by Boards of Governors and 
Principals 
 
112. The ETI Inspection carried out in November 2012, although very dated, assessed 

the quality of leadership and management as óGoodô. The ETI reported that óthe 
Principal is committed to the growth and the development of the school; she 
works well with the co-ordinators and they plan jointly in the interests of the 
learners.  The report further states that óWhole-school self-evaluation and 
forward planning processes are goodô and óthe Board of Governors is most 
supportive and plays an increasingly proactive role in promoting all aspects of 
the work of the schoolô.   
 

113. The ETI was unable to provide a performance level for leadership and 
management in the 2019 Inspection report however, it did reiterate that óit will be 
important that the employing authority, school governors and the staff plan for, 
and manage, issues related to the sustainability of the school provision and 
school budget, in order to address the current and future needs of the children 
and the staffô. 

 
 

 
3 The schoolôs funding allocation is based on the previous yearôs census data (e.g. the October 2022 

census data was used to determine the 2023-24 CFF allocation).  The census data on the Schools+ 
database relates to an academic year, as opposed to the financial year.  In addition, differences 
between funded pupils and total pupils within the census count may occur for a number of reasons, 
including, but not limited to, zero rated pupils, some reception pupils, and over age pupils (paragraph 
7 of Annex B to the Common Funding Scheme refers). 
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Criterion 5 ï Accessibility 
 
114. Map 1 illustrates the location of the pupils who currently attend Gaelscoil na 

Speiríní and shows that the majority of the pupils live in close proximity to the 
school, i.e. within a two-mile mapping radius and almost all within a five-mile 
radius.  

 
115. The CfC states that óThe school is readily accessible to the wider area and most 

pupils live within 5km of the schoolô. 
 

116. Map 1 illustrates that Gaelscoil na Speiríní is the only IM school within a five-mile 
radius.  The next nearest IM provision is at Gaelscoil an tSeanchai at 9.4 miles 
away from Gaelscoil na Speiríní. 

 

117. The SSP includes guidance on the maximum travel times recommended for 
primary school pupils of 30 minutes for a single journey, ie, one hour per day in 
total.  Map 4 confirms that all pupils live within 20 mins travel time from Gaelscoil 
na Speiríní and is therefore accessible to its pupils as stipulated in the SSP.  

 
Criterion 6 ï Strong Links with the Community  
 
118. The CfC asserts that there are very strong links established with the current 

voluntary naíscol, Naíscoil na Speiríní, which shares the same site as the school, 

and with the local IM post-primary provision at Gaelcholáiste Dhoire, Dungiven 

and the IM Unit, Scoil lósaef, at Josephôs Grammar School, Donaghmore. 

 
119. The CfC states that the Irish-language community group (Glór na Speiríní) works 

collaboratively with the Gaelscoil and Naíscol to continue to build upon the 
successes of IM Education in the wider locality.  The school has a strong 
relationship with local businesses and many contribute to school events and fund 
raising activities. 

120. The CfC asserts that there are strong links with the Parish of 
Ballinascreen/Draperstown and with Naíscoil na Speiríní, Glór na Speiríní, Mid 
Ulster Council, Irish Language community groups, other gaelcoileanna in their 
surrounding area and local nurseries, local primary schools, local secondary 
schools; the local GAA club, Ballinascreen Traditional and Folk Group, local 
shops and businesses.  

121. The CfC states that Gaelscoil na Speiríní is a thriving school and is very much 
part of the wider community and the Principal works very closely with the wider 
community to ensure that the pupils are an integral part of their community. 

 
122. The ETI inspection Report of November 2012, confirms that the school has 

established strong links with the parents and the local and wider community and 
has initiated a cultural exchange with a minority language school in the United 
States of America.  The report states there is a strong community and team spirit 
associated with the school and close links have been established with the 
naíscoil. 
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Sustainability Summary 
 
123. The quality of education at Gaelscoil na Speiríní was assessed as óGoodô by the 

ETI in November 2012, though this is now dated and there is no up to date 
inspection evidence demonstrating the quality of educational experience.  
Although the schoolôs enrolment is below the SSP recommended minimum 
threshold for a sustainable rural school there is evidence that the schoolôs 
enrolment has been increasing year on year.  The P1-P3 year groups shows an 
increase in enrolment numbers compared to the P5-P7 year groups.  Census 
data evidence that the school achieved its approved admissions number in 
2022/23 and 2023/24.    
 

124. The school operates with three composite classes however, each class only 
includes two-year groups.  There are 3.40 full-time equivalent teachers and this 
is below the SSP recommended threshold of four teachers for a primary school. 

 
125. Gaelscoil na Speiríní is operating in a financial surplus position.  The CfC states 

that the school is accessible to its pupils and this is illustrated in Map 1 which 
shows almost all pupils live within a five-mile radius and Map 4 confirms that all 
pupils live within 20 mins travel time from Gaelscoil na Speiríní. 

 

126. The ETI Inspection in November 2012, although very dated, confirms there are 
strong links with the community and assessed the quality of leadership and 
management as óGoodô.  However, the report states óIt will be important that the 
employing authority, school governors and the staff plan for, and manage, issues 
related to the sustainability of the school provision and school budget, in order to 
address the current and future needs of the pupils and the staffô. 

 

127. The evidence set out above shows that Gaelscoil na Speiríní is not currently 
meeting the stable enrolment criterion however, there is indisputable evidence of 
increasing enrolments. 

 

ANALYSIS OF SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Duty to Encourage and Facilitate the Development of IM Education 
 

128. The statutory duty to encourage and facilitate the development of IM education 
is applicable to pre-school settings.  The Department wrote to the statutory 
planning authorities reminding them of the need to support the Department in the 
fulfilment of its duty to encourage and facilitate IM education, highlighting the role 
that the PEG should play in striving to meet demonstrated parental demand in 
an area for pre-school education at IM primary schools. 
 

129. Further to the Article 89 duty, a 2011 Judicial Review (JR) decision determined 
that the Department may facilitate and encourage the development of the IM 
sector in ways that it need not for other sectors by taking positive steps or 
removing obstacles which inhibit the statutory objective.  Consequently, 
registered IM providers with sufficient children can be funded under the 
Departmentôs PSEP even where English-medium provision is available in the 
area. 
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130. The SSP also highlights the Departmentôs duty to encourage and facilitate the 
development of IM education noting that the Department has a clear duty to 
positively respond to parental demand for this provision but should do so in the 
context of a framework of sustainable schools. 

 

131. In relation to consideration of this DP, due regard has been given to the statutory 
duty within an area planning context of ensuring effective planning to meet the 
future educational requirements for the area and alongside other relevant issues 
including:- 

 

¶ the sustainability of Gaelscoil na Speiríní; 

¶ the proposalôs impact on other schools; and 

¶ the achievement of area planning objections to reduce duplication and 
ensure appropriate provision to meet future demand. 

 
132. By not approving the establishment of an IM statutory NU this could be viewed 

as erecting a barrier to the sustained growth of IM education at Gaelscoil na 
Speiríní.  The establishment of a statutory unit would ensure that nursery 
provision would be included in any future relocation of the school. 

 
133. As set out above, the Departmentôs duty to IM Education must be óbalanced 

alongside other relevant statutory and policy requirements to reach a reasoned 
conclusionô. 

 

134. There is no other pre-school education provision delivering in the medium of Irish 
within a five-mile radius.  The EA supports the proposal as it is in effect a change 
in management from a voluntary provider to a statutory provider resulting in no 
change in provision within the area. The PEG, although it supports the 
Department in fulfilling its statutory duty for parental demand for IM pre-school 
education, would have concerns in regard to the potential impact of this additional 
provision.  

 

Effective and Efficient use of Public Funds  

135. In discharging its duties, the Department must seek to avoid unreasonable public 
expenditure and to make the best use of resources available to it.  This is 
particularly relevant in the current difficult financial circumstances which are well 
documented and rehearsed and in which the Department is operating.  Further 
details on the financial implications of the proposal are set out at paragraphs 223-
227 below.  There are significant capital costs associated with the approval of 
this proposal, i.e. a new modular unit may be required for the nursery estimated 
to be in excess of £500k. 
 

136. The CfC states that as the proposal deals with an adjustment to the schoolôs 
approved enrolment and admissions [the pre-school can accept up to 26 funded 
places in a session at present] there would be minimal impact upon the 
Aggregated Schoolôs Budget.  Any additional staffing costs would be met from 
the schoolôs budget. 

 

137. Naíscoil na Speiríní has 23 approved funded places and the proposal is for the 
establishment of 26 part-time places ï an increase of three additional places. 
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138. The per capita figure for Gaelscoil na Speir²n², based on the schoolôs 2023-24 

budget allocation is £4,022.  The average for all primary schools is £3,403. 

 

139. The pre-school pupils are currently PEG funded, however, the establishment of 
statutory provision would be an additional cost to the Aggregated Schools Budget 
(ASB). 

 

140. In terms of the overall education budget this pressure should be offset by a 
reduced pressure on funding needed for non-statutory provision. 

 
141. The Department aims to maximise available pre-school places for target age 

children, avoiding overprovision and the resulting enrolment of children younger 
than three years and two months in statutory settings. 

 

142. Underage children may only receive a funded pre-school place when places 
remain available in a statutory pre-school setting after applications from target 
age children have been considered.  While the presence of underage provision 
is not, in itself, definitive evidence of over provision in an area, it is an important 
indicator, which is considered by the Department in conjunction with a range of 
other relevant factors as set out in this submission.   

 

143. Due to continuing decreasing birth rates, increasing numbers of underage 
children are attending pre-school provision across Northern Ireland.  This 
therefore is an issue that the Department takes seriously and given our statutory 
duty under Article 44 of The Education and Libraries (NI) Order 1986 whereby 
the Department must seek to avoid unreasonable public expenditure and to 
make the best use of the resources available to it, the numbers of underage 
children accessing funded pre-school places must be taken into account when 
considering DPs for additional statutory nursery provision. 

 
144. It is anticipated that legislation will ultimately be brought forward to remove all 

penultimate aged children from pre-school provision.  However, until such times 
as new legislation is introduced, and in line with Article 44, underage figures must 
continue to be a factor when considering proposals for new or additional statutory 
nursery provision. 

 
Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 
 
145. The Departmentôs SSP policy was assessed at the time of development against 

the Rural Development Councilôs óStriking the Balanceô report and rural proofing 
checklist and no adverse impact was identified.  The needs of rural communities 
are reflected in the SSP through the lower enrolment threshold for rural primary 
schools; the accessibility criterion (which provides guidance on home-to-school 
travel times); and the criterion strong links with the community (which also 
recognises the central place a school has for many communities (rural and 
urban). 

 
146. The Governmentôs commitment to rural proofing was strengthened with the 

introduction of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 (ñThe Actò).  The Act requires public 
authorities to have ódue regardô to consciously consider the needs of people in 



35 
 

rural areas when developing policies, strategies and plans and when designing 
and delivering public services.  It defines órural needsô as ñthe social and 
economic needs of rural areasò.  

 
147. As stated above, Gaelscoil na Speiríní is based in the Draperstown SOA and 

Deprivation Statistics for the area dated 2017 indicate that óAccess to Servicesô 
is ranked 174 out of 890 (with 1 being most deprived and 890 least deprived).  

 
148. As DP 684 seeks to provide additional nursery places for this area classified as 

rural under the SSP, it is unlikely to have any adverse impact on the needs of 
people in the area.   
 

Shared Education 
 
149. As stated above, Gaelscoil na Speiríní was involved in a SESP Transition Phase 

partnership with Kilross PS.  
 

150. The ETI update of 19 October 2022 confirms that Gaelscoil na Speiríní is the 
Shared Education partner with Kilross PS, with the partnership known as 
óGaelrossô.  However, on 27 September 2022, DP 687 was approved to 
discontinue Kilross PS with effect from 31 August 2023, or as soon as possible 
thereafter. 

 
151. The EA, in providing an update to DP 687 for Kilross PS, asserted that Shared 

Education Officers are currently working with the Principal of Gaelscoil na 
Speirini to explore the possibility of securing another Shared Education partner. 

 

152. The CfC states that Gaelscoil na Speiríní has been commended in their recent 
work for Shared Education having been showcased during a Shared Education 
Conference in 2019 as a partnership of Good Practice. 

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Policy Context ï Early Years 

 

153. The Departmentôs aim is to ensure that at least one year of pre-school education 
is available to every target-age child whose family wants it.  It is also the 
Departmentôs practice, where possible, not to displace good quality pre-school 
education provision already in existence with pre-school education provision in 
an alternative setting. 
 

154. All funded pre-school education settings regardless of location and management 
type are accessible to children from all backgrounds and are subject to the same 
inspection standards.  All pre-school education settings follow the same 
curricular guidance, the broad framework of which ensures equality of 
opportunity, pointing to staff acknowledging and respecting the culture, beliefs 
and lifestyles of the families of all children.  However, it is acknowledged that 
parents state preferences for pre-school education provision taking into account 
a wide range of factors, and in some cases, parents may have a preference for 
pre-school education delivered through the medium of the Irish language. 
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155. In accordance with Recommendation 2 of the Review of IM Education, registered 
IM providers with sufficient children can be funded under the Departmentôs Pre-
School Education Programme even where English-medium provision is available 
in the area. 

 

156. The importance of early years can be seen across various outcomes in the draft 
Programme for Government (PfG) 2021; the main Outcome associated with the 
early years is óOur children and young people have the best start in lifeô.  The 
Executive Children and Young Peopleôs Strategy (CYPS) 2020 ï 20304 was 
published in December 2020.  This is the strategic framework through which 
departments will improve the well-being of our children and young people and 
deliver the PfG Outcome.  

 

157. The CfC states óGiven the increasing urgency with which the provision may have 
to relocate, there is a real danger that the pre-school and primary provisions will 
be severely impacted if separatedô and further adds óThis presents a genuine risk 
to the development and ultimately, the sustainability of the IM primary provision 
in the localityéô. 

 
158. The ETIôs update of 19 October 2022 states that the óDP is a change in 

management for the naíscoil from being a voluntary pre-school provider to a 
statutory one established within the Gaelscoil, and this should not change or 
disrupt the provision in the area as there is no other Irish-medium providerô. 

 

Future Policy Direction 

 

159. In September 2022 the former Minister for Education, Michelle McIlveen, MLA,  
indicated her intention to standardise the session length for funded pre-school 
education provision.  This is in line with both the Fair Start Report, which includes 
an action that óDE should standardise the length of pre-school education day to 
at least 4.5 hours per day, including access to free school meals for eligible 
children, thereby improving equality of provisionô and the New Decade New 
Approach Deal (NDNA) commitment:  óThe Executive will publish a Childcare 
Strategy and will give immediate priority to developing arrangements to deliver 
extended, affordable, responsive, high quality provision of early education and 
care initiatives for families with children aged 3-4ô. 

 
160. The Departmentôs Early Years Team (EYT) has advised that as a first step to 

inform plans for standardisation of all pre-school sessions, a pilot programme 
ñAmalgamation for Standardisationò is being taken forward to facilitate new full-
time nursery provision in certain areas.  Only statutory nursery schools or primary 
schools with NUs that have a historic enrolment pattern that is indicative of over 
provision were invited to participate in the pilot at this stage (i.e. 15 or more 
underage pupils enrolled in at least three out of the last five years using the latest 
census data available). 

 

161. Twelve settings met the criteria for the programme, none of which were within 
the five-mile radius of Gaelscoil na Speiríní. 

 

 
4 https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/children-and-young-peoples-strategy-2020-2030 

https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/fair-start-final-report-action-plan
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/856998/2020-01-08_a_new_decade__a_new_approach.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/856998/2020-01-08_a_new_decade__a_new_approach.pdf
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/children-and-young-peoples-strategy-2020-2030
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162. A Scoping study has also recently commenced, intended to build an independent 
evidence base on the current state of the sector in terms of its readiness for 
standardisation and the potential options, costs and timescales for this. The 
study itself will include all pre-school providers and managing authorities and the 
scoping report will enable the Department to establish, subject to Executive 
agreement and funding, an implementation plan for the phased roll out of a 
universal, standardised, funded pre-school session length.  It is recognised that 
implementation will take time after funding is made available, however, it is 
reasonable to consider the potential impact of pre-school standardisation on this 
DP. 

 

163. The standardisation of pre-school session length will require additional capacity 
to be created within the pre-school sector across Northern Ireland, although the 
level of additional capacity required will differ from area to area.   
 

164. Within the two-mile radius of Gaelscoil na Speiríní there are potentially five 
afternoon places due to be offered in the 2023-24 academic year, that would no 
longer be available following standardisation and which may need to be replaced, 
either through additional classes within existing settings, or new classes in 
settings that currently do not deliver PSEP provision.  If these funded places were 
removed from the levels of pre-school provision as set out above, they would 
reduce to 155.5% at two miles and 120.6% at five miles. 

 

165. In order to ensure that the Departmentôs aim of a place for every target-aged 
child whose parents want it is maintained, the roll out of standardisation will need 
to be carefully managed in order to ensure that sufficient places are available at 
every stage of the roll out.  While it is not yet possible to provide a timescale, it 
is possible that a small amount of additional provision may be required within the 
five-mile radius of Gaelscoil na Speiríní to support the roll out of a standardised 
pre-school session length in the area. 

 

166. EYT, (the lead policy team for pre-school provision) has concluded that the 
proposed change from non-statutory provision to statutory provision at Gaelscoil 
na Speiríní may be reasonable at this time, although it is not considered 
necessary to meet current or projected demand for IM pre-school education in 
the area; however, in line with the statutory duty and taking into account parental 
demand for provision of an IM management type in the area, it would seem 
reasonable that in due course full time pre-school provision at Gaelscoil na 
Speiríní could be considered in respect of plans for the standardisation of the 
pre-school session length in the Draperstown area. This could provide an 
opportunity to help meet and encourage demand for education provision of an 
IM management type and support the development of IM education within the 
context of pre-school planning and the overall sustainability of the pre-school 
education programme. 
 

167. The Department is considering options to streamline the development and 
planning processes to facilitate a smooth transition to a standardised pre-school 
session length on a phased basis.  The information provided in relation to this 
proposal will be taken into consideration when planning for standardisation in the 
area.  Officials are seeking to minimise the administrative burden on settings 
wishing to establish new pre-school education provision as part of this process; 
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as such, Gaelscoil na Speiríní is not required to take any additional steps at this 
time in order for the proposal of full-time pre-school provision at the school to be 
considered during the planning for pre-school standardisation. 

 

EPPNI Research 

 

168. As set out above, the CfC refers to The óEffective Preschool Provision in Northern 
Ireland, or EPPNI, (DENI, 2010)ô research which indicates when considering 
different types of preschool provision, or none, that:  

 
ñéthere is a significant beneficial effect of attending a nursery school/class for 
Key Stage 2 English attainment, with the nursery school/class group being 
over 3 times more likely to attain level 5 as the no preschool group. Also 
playgroup children are about twice as likely to attain level 4 as the no 
preschool group. There is a significant beneficial effect of attending a nursery 
school/class or playgroup for attainment in Key Stage 2 mathematics, with the 
nursery school/class group being almost 3 times as likely to attain level 5, 
while the playgroup children are over twice as likely to attain level 5, as the no 
preschool group.ò 
 

169. The CfC also notes an EPPNI research from 2006 regarding the increased 
educational outcomes of a statutory nursery experience ñthere are significant 
differences between preschool settings and their impact on children. Nursery 
schools/classes have the overall best outcomesò.  
 

170. All pre-school settings however, follow the same curricular guidelines and are 
subject to the same education inspection standards irrespective of whether they 
are statutory or non-statutory. 

Report on the Educational Outcomes of Pre-school IM Education 

 

171. As set out above, the CfC references the Departmentôs 2020 ñReport on the 
Educational Outcomes of Pre-school Irish-medium Educationò stating that the 
report recommended extending the number of statutory nursery settings as a 
means of ensuring consistency of experience for all pupils.  The CfC asserts that 
DP 684 is line with this recommendation: 

 

The perceived variation between statutory and voluntary IM pre-school settings 
noted by participants should be addressed in order to ensure consistency of 
experience for all pupils. One way of addressing these differences is to provide 
the required levels of curriculum and linguistic support and continuing 
professional development for all settings, both voluntary and statutory.  Another 
way is to consider extending the number of statutory nursery settings. 

172. In the response to the research report September 2020, the Department 
accepted this recommendation in principle, noting that the findings of the report 
point to general inconsistency in quality of provision, lack any evidence of 
variation in outcomes for learners and highlight similar areas for development 
across both statutory and non-statutory pre-school provision.  In relation to the 
second part of the recommendation referred to in the CfC ï extending the number 
of statutory nursery settings ï the Departmentôs position, as per the published 
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response, is that any proposals will be considered on a case-by-case basis and 
subject to the statutory DP process. 
 

European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages 

 
173. The CfC states that this DP falls in line with the obligations arising from the 

European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages.   
 

174. In Northern Ireland, the Charter applies to Irish and Ulster Scots.  The overriding 
purpose of the Charter is cultural; it does not establish any individual or collective 
rights for the speakers of Irish or Ulster Scots.   

 

175. The Department is committed to meeting its obligations to IM education under 
Article 8 of the Charter.  The points which are valid to pre-school education are 
as follows: 

 

1. With regard to education, the Parties undertake, within the territory in 
which such languages are used, according to the situation of each of these 
languages, and without prejudice to the teaching of the official langue(s) of the 
State: 
 
a)  

i. to make available pre-school education in the relevant regional or 
minority language; or 

ii. to make available a substantial part of pre-school education in the 
relevant regional or minority languages; or 

iii. to apply one of the measures provided for under i and ii above at least 
to those pupils whose families so request and whose number is 
considered sufficient; or 

iv. if the public authorities have no direct competence in the field of pre-
school education, to favour and/or encourage the application of the 
measures referred to under i to iii above. 

 

Quality of Education at Naíscoil na Speiríní 

 

176. An ETI inspection of Naíscoil na Speiríní in December 2014, although dated, 
reported that óIn almost all of the areas inspected, the quality of education 
provided by this naíscoil is inadequate; the areas for improvement outweigh the 
strengths in the provision. The inspection has identified significant areas for 
improvement in standards, learning and teaching and in leadership and 
management, which need to be addressed urgently if the naíscoil is to meet 
effectively the needs of all of the childrenô. 
 

177. A follow-up inspection by the ETI in April 2016 concluded that óNaíscoil na 
Speiríní has demonstrated the capacity to identify and bring about improvement 
in the interest of all the learnersô.  
 

178. Table 1 above shows that Naíscoil na Speir²n²ô enrolment significantly increased 
from 11 in 2018/19 to 23 in 2022/23 and thereby achieving its approved number 
of 23 funded places.  
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179. Table 16 below shows first preference and total preference applications for 
Naíscoil na Speiríní for the last five years and evidences that first preferences 
have declined from 23 in 2020/21 to 21 applications in 2023/24 and are below 
the level of provision of 26 part-time places proposed by DP 684.  
 

Table 16: Naíscoil na Speiríní ï First and Total Preference Applications 

Applications 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 

 

1st Preference 20 23 19 21 21 

 

Total 

Preferences 

28 23 19 22 21 

 
180. This data would however, suggest that there is a consistent demand for pre-

school education through the medium of the Irish Language in the Draperstown 
area and, if this proposal is approved, a new statutory NU at Gaelscoil na Speirini 
could be sustainable. 
 

181. Map 3 illustrates that the majority of children attending Naíscoil na Speiríní travel 
five miles and are bypassing other English-medium providers to attend the pre-
school. 

 

Quality of Education in Alternative Provision  

 
182. The quality of education provided in alternative neighbouring pre-school/nursery 

provision is set out below in Table 17.  As shown, the majority of the alternative 
providers have been assessed by the ETI as ógoodô and ódemonstratesô or óhas a 
high level of capacity for sustained improvement in the interest of all learnersô.  
Little Wombles Cross Community Playgroup however, has been assessed, 
although very dated, as having important strengths in most of its educational and 
pastoral provision. 
 

183. Table 17 shows that there is already quality provision in the wider area should 
DP 684 not be approved.  

 

Table 17: Quality of Education in Alternative Pre-school and Nursery Provision 

Ref No Setting ETI Assessment 

 Nursery Unit   

304-6691 Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí May 2019 ï ASOS* 

February 2011 ï Good. 

504-6699 Gaelscoil Eoghain (Naíscoil 
Eoghain) 

June 2019 ï ASOS* 
November 2012 ï Good 

201-6700 Gaelscoil Neachtain April 2013 ï Good 

303-2018 Bunscoil Naomh Brid  April 2018 ï ASOS* 
February 2015 ï Good 
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Pre-School 

3AB0101 Ballinascreen Early Years May 2019 ï Demonstrates the 
capacity to identify and bring about 
improvement in the interest of all 
learners. 
June 2013 ï Good 

3AB0534 Little Wombles Cross 
Community Playgroup 

February 2008 ï The Centre has 
important strengths in most of its 
educational and pastoral provision. 

3AB0482 Tober Tinys Community 
Playgroup 

December 2019 ï Has a high level of 
capacity for sustained improvement in 
the interest of all the learners. 

3AB0138 Slievegallion Community 
Pre-School 

November 2016 ï Has a high level of 
capacity for sustained improvement in 
the interest of all learners. 

  Nursery School   

311-6177 Magherafelt NS March 2017 ï Has a high level of 
capacity for sustained improvement in 
the interest of all learners.. 

   

  *ASOS ï Action Short of Strike 
 

Assessed Need for Pre-school Provision in the Area 

 
184. In determining the need for pre-school education provision, the Department 

generally assumes a level of provision at 95% of target age children, predicated 
on the application rate for pre-school education places, which is circa 93%; 
however, the level of provision within local areas may be higher or lower, based 
on historic patterns of demand and assessment of ongoing need. 

 
185. The current level of pre-school education provision within both a two-mile and 

five-mile radius of the school is used as an indicator of current capacity to meet 
need for pre-school education provision and is considered alongside other 
factors such as population projections to determine the likely future need for 
additional pre-school education provision in the area. 

 

186. The number of pre-school education places and associated percentages are 
measured against the Year One enrolments for the 2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22 
and 2022/23 academic years using school census data.  

 

187. The statistical information available in relation to the level of funded pre-school 
education provision is as follows:- 
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Table 18: Level of Provision ï Two-Mile Radius of Gaelscoil na Speiríní 

Year Statutory 

places  

Non-

statutory 

places 

Reception 

places 

Total  

pre-school 

provision 

P1 

places 

Level of pre-

school provision 

(%age of P1 

places) 

Underage 

children 

in 

statutory 

places 

2019/20  0  74 0  74  57  129.8% n/a 

2020/21  0  79 0  79  53  149.1% n/a 
2021/22  0  70 0  70  59  118.6% n/a 
2022/23  0  75 0  75  45  166.7% n/a 

Proposed  26  52 0  78  45  173.3% - 
 Source: School Census and EA 

188. The level of pre-school education provision within a two-mile radius has been 
significantly above the planning figure of 95% in each of the last four academic 
years, ranging from 118.6% to 166.7%, suggesting there is already over 
provision in the immediate area, however, it should be noted that apart from 
Naíscoil na Speiríni, this consists of English-medium provision.  It would appear, 
however, that the significant increase in provision between 2021/22 and 2022/23 
is primarily down to a reduction in the primary One cohort (i.e. a reduction in the 
number of children) rather than a significant increase in the level of pre-school 
places available. 
 

189. The levels of provision, taken with EA admissions data that shows only 73 1st 
preference applications were received from children within the two-mile radius in 
the 2022/23 pre-school admissions process, would suggest there is sufficient 
pre-school provision in the area to meet demand. 
 

190. Should the proposal be approved, the level of provision would increase to 
177.3% (78 places), which is approximately 35 places higher than would be 
necessary to achieve the planning figure of 95% provision.  The increase in the 
number of actual funded pre-school education places would be marginal (3) and 
would have minimal impact on current provision.  However, if the proposal is not 
approved and the existing voluntary playgroup (Naíscoil na Speiríní) was to 
close, the level of pre-school provision in the immediate area would decrease to 
approximately 115% or 52 funded pre-school places.  While this would appear 
sufficient to meet current levels of demand for places overall, the closure of 
Naíscoil na Speiríní without being replaced by alternative IM pre-school provision 
would mean that there would be no pre-school provision of an IM management 
type to meet demand for IM places in the area.   

 
191. NISRA predict an overall decline of 6.6% in the three-year-old population in the 

Mid Ulster District Council area between 2020 and 2043 (2,231 to 2,083).  This 
suggests that demand for funded pre-school education places in the area could 
decrease over time. 
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Table 19: Level of Provision ï Five-Mile Radius of Gaelscoil na Speiríní 

Year Statutory 

places 

Non-

statutory 

places 

Reception 

places 

Total  

pre-school 

provision 

P1 

places 

Level of pre-

school provision 

(%age of P1 

places) 

Underage 

children in 

statutory 

places 

 2019/20  0  116 0  116  102  113.7% 0 

 2020/21  0  118 0  118  92  128.3% 0 

 2021/22  0  114 0  114  104  109.6% 0 

2022/23 0  116 0  116  92  126.1% 0 

Proposed  26   93 0  119  92  129.3% - 
 *Source: School Census and EA 

192. The level of provision within the five-mile radius has been above the planning 
figure in each of the last four academic years, again suggesting over provision in 
the wider area, although it would appear that the increase in provision to 126.9% 
in the 2022/23 academic year is primarily down to a decrease in the Primary One 
cohort for 2022/23, which may indicate a drop in the birth rates in the wider area. 
It should be noted, however, that apart from Naíscoil na Speiríni, the figures 
consist of English-medium provision. 

 
193. If approved, the proposed level of pre-school education provision within the five- 

mile radius would increase further, to 129.3% (equivalent to approximately 31 
places higher than what would be necessary to achieve the target figure of 95%).   
This would suggest that there is already sufficient pre-school provision in the 
wider area.  
 

194. EA admissions data also shows that only 111 1st preference applications were 
received from children within the five-mile radius in the 2022/23 pre-school 
admissions process, which would again suggest that the current levels of pre-
school provision available in the wider area are sufficient to meet current 
demand.  

 
195. If the proposal is not approved and the existing voluntary playgroup (Naíscoil na 

Speirini) was to close, the level of pre-school provision in the wider area would 
decrease to approximately 101% or 93 funded pre-school places.  While this 
would appear sufficient to meet current levels of demand for places overall, 
similar to within the two-mile radius, the closure of Naíscoil na Speirini without 
being replaced by alternative IM pre-school provision, would mean that there 
would be no pre-school provision of an IM management type to meet demand for 
IM places in the wider area.  It should be noted however, that as Naíscoil na 
Speiríní is the only IM provision in both the two and five-mile radii, there is no 
other IM provision. 

 
196. As the proposal is to establish statutory provision providing only three additional 

places more than the existing non-statutory provision, it should not result in 
displacement of existing funded places at other voluntary/private pre-school 
education settings if it were to be approved. 
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Impact on Neighbouring Provision 

 
197. Although the EA PEG supports the Department in fulfilling its statutory duty to 

meet demonstrated parental demand for pre-school education, it has expressed 
concerns in regard to the potential impact of this additional provision including:- 
 

Potential replacement of the existing funded non-statutory pre-school 

provision on the schoolôs grounds; this may lead to staff redundancies and 

uptake of younger children into the statutory nursery unit at Gaelscoil na 

Speiríní, should the DP be approved.  

 
198. The PSEP is a partnership between statutory and voluntary/private pre-school 

education providers and both sectors are equally valued for their contribution to 
the education of pre-school children. Both sectors adhere to the same curricular 
guidelines and are inspected to the same educational standards.  In considering 
DPs for statutory provision, careful consideration is given to the impact of any 
new provision on existing good quality voluntary/private providers in PSEP.  In 
addition to considering the potential for over provision and duplication, this also 
considers the potential for a proposal to destabilise provision in an area, and 
considers the preferences of parents who have chosen pre-school provision of 
other management types in the area. 
 

199. There are four alternative voluntary/private pre-school settings (English-medium) 
within the five-mile radius of Naíscoil an Speirini that provided a total (including 
Naíscoil na Speiríní) of 114 funded pre-school education places in the 2021/22 
academic year and provided 116 funded places in the 2022/23 academic year.  
 

200. Naíscoil na Speiríní has consistently provided between 19 and 23 funded pre-
school education places in the last four academic years.  This demonstrates that 
there is consistent strong demand for IM pre-school education places in the area 
and that the proposed NU at Gaelscoil na Speiríní could be sustainable.  

 

201. The Department acknowledges that the first preference applications and 
admissions to Year One at Gaelscoil na Speiríní, as shown in Table 20 below, 
have been lower than the proposed NU size of 26 part-time places, however, it 
is also acknowledged that the schoolôs current approved Year One admissions 
number is only 14 pupils.  Table 20 also includes the enrolment in Naíscoil na 
Speiríní and colour codes progression to the primary ï this evidences that not all 
nursery pupils go on to attend the primary school.   
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Table 20: Gaelscoil na Speiríní ï First Preference Applications and Year 
One Enrolment 

Year Naíscoil na 

Speiríní 

Enrolment 

1st Preference 

Applications 

Primary One 

Enrolment 

2019/20 19 7 7 

2020/21 23 12 14 

2021/22 20 13 14 

2022/23 23 16 16 

  Source: SAT and School Census 

 
202. As the proposal for Gaelscoil na Speiríní is essentially a change in management 

type from non-statutory to statutory and would only provide a small number of 
additional funded pre-school education places to those currently provided, if 
approved, it is highly unlikely to have a detrimental impact on other pre-school 
provision in the area and would be unlikely to have an adverse impact on the 
stability of the PSEP as a whole. 
 

203. The CfC states that Gaelscoil na Speiríní, as with the other Gaelscoileanna in 
Mid Ulster, serves a particular catchment area distinct to that of the other IM 
schools and consequently, there is no potential impact upon alternative IM 
providers.  The closest alternative IM providers are Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí and 
the IM Unit at Bunscoil Naomh Brid and both have healthy enrolments and are 
fully supportive of this proposal. 

 

204. The CfC includes letters of support from Naíscoil na Speiríní, Gaelscoil an 
tSeanchaí, Glór na Speiríní and Bunscoil Naomh Brid during the pre-publication 
statutory consultation. 

 
205. Map 3 illustrates that, apart from the voluntary pre-school provision at Naiscoil 

na Speiríní, there are no other IM pre-school education settings within the local 
area and there are no other IM primary schools within a five-mile radius of 
Gaelscoil na Speiríní. 

 
Area Planning Impact 
 
206. The CfC states that óThe decision to establish the provision was the culmination 

of a strategic planning process to address the high demand for Irish-medium 
Education in the Mid-Ulster areaô.  As stated above, however, the proposal was 
not included in the OP1. 

 
207. The CfC asserts that óThe long-term benefits of this proposal would be 

recognised across three levels of provisionô.  The increased enrolment will 
contribute to the long-term viability and expansion of Gaelscoil na Speiríní and 
to the IM post-primary provision. 
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208. The CfC also states that the success of this proposal would ensure that both 
levels (nursery and primary) are facilitated within any future site and would 
safeguard both the future of IM provision within the locality and the investment 
which has been made by DE.  The CfC stated that the lease currently held by 
the school and pre-school will end in August 2024 and the landlord has informed 
them that no extension will be granted, however, in recent negotiations the Trust 
have agreed to a lease extension to August 2029; which should provide the time 
to identify a new site and relocate the primary school.  Approval of this DP would 
facilitate the incorporation of the naíscoil under the Gaelscoilôs management and 
thus, ensure that this physical link is consolidated. 

 

209. The CfC asserts that Gaelscoil na Speiríní, as with the other Gaelscoileanna in 
Mid Ulster, serves a particular catchment area distinct to that of the other IM 
schools and consequently, there is no potential impact upon alternative IM 
providers.  

 

210. Table 5 above shows that the closest statutory IM pre-school education providers 
are Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí, Gaelscoil Eoghain, Gaelscoil Neachtain and 
Bunscoil Naomh Brid which are all over nine miles away by road from Gaelscoil 
na Speiríní.  It is not expected this proposal would have any impact on provision 
at these settings as Map 1 illustrates that there is only a very minor overlap with 
each of the four IM providers. 
 

211. CnaG states in the response provided during the statutory objection period that 
the proposal is consistent with their Strategic Development Plan to ensure the 
sustainability of the sector and Gaelscoil Neachtain has confirmed support for 
DP 684. 

 
Educational Impact 
 
212. The Departmentôs overall policy aim of the Learning to Learn (DENI, 2012) 

strategy states, all children should have óopportunities to achieve their potential 
through high quality early years education and learning experiencesô. 

 
213. The CfC asserts that by establishing a statutory NU we will further raise the 

standard of education and the educational outcomes for IM pre-school education 
in the local area.  It further states that this is affirmed by the Effective Pre-school 
Provision in Northern Ireland study (DENI 2006), which states that ñat the start of 
primary school, children from nursery school/classes showed the most benefit 
for cognitive developmentò. 

 
214. The CfC states that the most tangible benefit is the permanent employment of a 

qualified teacher and notes in the April 2013 NI Assembly Research paper, Early 
Years Provision, Perry states that there is ñstrong correlation between higher 
staff qualification and better outcomes for children.  Staff that have undergone 
more specialised education and training are found to be associated with stable 
and stimulating interactions in early years settingsò. 

 
215. The CfC states that language acquisition and age are very strongly linked.  Thus, 

it is vital that children are afforded the best opportunities at the earliest stage and 
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in this regard, a nursery setting which is led by a qualified teacher is the strongest 
option for the children and their future educational and linguistic development. 

 
216. The CfC asserts that the potential for longer hours afforded to statutory provision 

allows the child greater exposure to the target language and cites the research 
report commissioned in the Republic of Ireland by the National Council for 
Curriculum Assessment (NICCA, 2012) Ó Duibhir and Cummins found that óthe 
more exposure the learners have to the L2 (Irish) the more they will learn and 
the faster they will learn itô. 

 

217. The CfC asserts that it is essential that language acquisition is sufficiently catered 
for by a teacher-led NU which presents the pupils with the best opportunity 
through which to develop their linguistic skills. Historically, the majority of pupils 
entering into the IM sector do not come from Irish speaking families and 
therefore, language acquisition at the earliest stages gains an even greater 
importance.  As noted by Ó Laoire and Harris in Language and Literacy in IM 
Primary Schools (NCCA, 2006), ñthe more exposure to the language as in 
immersion/submersion CLIL [Content and Language Integrated Learning - where 
a subject (excluding a language) is taught through the medium of a language that 
is not that of the school] programmes and the more opportunities to use the 
language in a meaningful way, the better the chances of acquisition.ò 

 
218. The CfC states that the permanent employment of a teacher also improves the 

ability of the provision to identify and cater for children with SEN.  By ensuring 
that the specific needs of particular children are identified and met, at the earliest 
stage, and through the access of outreach supports, which are not currently 
facilitated under the current voluntary status of the IM pre-school, the effects of 
certain SENs can be contained and minimised, as far as possible.  Additionally, 
if this DP is approved, children, parents and educators benefitting from EA SEN 
support will be availing of the same support network with a greater degree 
continuity (i.e, people and processes involved, lines of communication, etc).  
Voluntary settings can access the SEN Early Years Inclusion Service, albeit not 
through direct referral route through Educational Psychology, they must refer 
through Health channels. 

 

219. The ETIôs update states that the employment of a suitably qualified IM teacher in 
a statutory NU has the potential to ensure the children receive an optimum 
immersion experience to support their acquisition of the Irish language and 
linguistic skills. 

 

Implementation Plan 
 
220. The CfC states that if the DP is approved, the posts of Nursery Teacher and 

Assistant would need to be drawn up, advertised and interviews conducted.  This 
process should take no longer than eight weeks.   
 

221. The CfC asserts that the inclusion of the statutory provision within the primary 
school would not immediately affect the enrolment of the school.  It is envisioned, 
however, that the statutory provision would further strengthen future Primary One 
enrolment.  The BoG will assume responsibility for the management of the 
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naíscoil as an integral part of the school which will provide continuity and 
consistency of approach. 

 

222. The CfC states that if the proposal is approved, the statutory nursery provision 
would come into effect from the beginning of the school year.  Therefore, it would 
have no impact upon the education of the children within the nursery, nor would 
it impact upon the pupils in the primary school itself. 

 
Financial Implications  
 
Costs and Staffing 
 
223. The CfC asserts that the NU would require one qualified nursery teacher and a 

non-teaching assistant and as the proposal deals with an adjustment to the 
schoolôs approved enrolment and admissions, there would be minimal impact 
upon the ASB.  The schoolôs approved enrolment and admissions would 
however, not be altered by the proposal but the school would then have a 
statutory NU, should the proposal be approved.  Nevertheless, any additional 
staffing costs will be paid for through the schoolôs LMS annual budget allocation.   
 

224. The pre-school pupils enrolled in Naíscoil na Speiríní are currently PEG funded 
therefore, the establishment of statutory provision would be an additional cost to 
the ASB.  In terms of the overall education budget this pressure should be offset 
by a reduced pressure on funding needed for non-statutory provision. 

 

225. Any new provision (including new NUs) opening during the year are a pressure 

for the Departmentôs ñNew Schools & Unitsò fund.  A new 26 part-time NU is likely 

to create a funding need of around £36k ï based on past costs for such units 

opening during the financial year ï for the period from opening to the end of that 

financial year.  Full year costs to the Aggregated Schools Budget are likely to be 

circa £62k (for new provision, not previously funded). 

 
Accommodation 
 

226. The CfC states that the current pre-school room meets the minimum 
requirements for 26 pupils.  However, if the proposal is approved, Naíscoil na 
Speiríní would relocate with the primary school and depending on the site 
identified, may require a new modular unit at a cost in excess of £500k at its new 
location. 

 
Transport 
 
227. The CfC confirms there are no additional transport costs. 
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CONCLUSION 

 
228. The Department aims to provide a funded pre-school education place for every 

target-age child who family want it.  It is established Departmental practice not to 
displace good quality pre-school provision already in existence with pre-school 
provision at an alternative setting or management type.  However, this 
consideration must be balanced against the Departmentôs duty to encourage and 
facilitate the development of IM education.   

 
229. Both the statutory and voluntary/private sectors are equally valued as they 

adhere to the same curricular guidelines and are inspected to the same 
educational standards.  The impact of proposals for statutory provision must be 
balanced against the impact on existing good quality voluntary/private providers 
and take account of comments provided by the EAôs PEG.   

 

230. In accordance with Recommendation 2 of the Review of IM Education, however, 
registered IM providers with sufficient children can be funded under the 
Departmentôs Pre-School Education Programme even where English-medium 
provision is available in the area. 

 

231. Ideally, the Department considers that new NUs should be established at 
sustainable primary schools and the sustainability assessment of Gaelscoil na 
Speiríní as set out above, shows that the schoolôs enrolment has not yet reached 
the SSPôs minimum enrolment threshold of 105, with 79 pupils enrolled in 
2022/23 and, as confirmed by the school (but not yet verified), 79 pupils enrolled 
again in 2023/24.  There has been an increase in the schoolôs enrolment in recent 
years from 61 pupils in 2018/19, evidencing a clear and obvious upwards 
trajectory.   

 

232. The CfC includes an analysis of enrolment trends of other IM primary schools 
prior to and directly after the introduction of statutory NUs.  It asserts that it clearly 
demonstrates the positive effect that this change has upon enrolment and 
admissions of pre-school age and Primary 1 age children.  The table below sets 
out the enrolment details of the IM primary schools that have had NUs approved 
since the introduction of Area Planning in 2011. 

 

233. It illustrates that the enrolments at these schools have generally increased 
following the establishment of a NU.  The establishment of the NU is likely to be 
only one factor and other factors may have contributed to the increased growth 
indicated. 
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Table 21: IM Primary Schools with Approved Nursery Units since 2011 

DP 

No. 
School 

ref 
School 

name 

Proposed 

Implemen 

tation 

Date 

Date of 

Decision  2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 

     Enr Y1 Enr Y1 Enr Y1 Enr Y1 Enr Y1 Enr Y1 Enr Y1 Enr Y1 Enr Y1 Enr Y1 Enr Y1 

272 304-6691 Gaelscoil an 

tSeanchaí #   01/09/13 26/09/13 47 18 59 15 77 18 99 21 106 15 112 20 112 17 109 20 111 17 109 17 102 11 

     0 SEN 0 SEN * SEN 0 SEN 0 SEN 0 SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN 

302 504-6699 Gaelscoil 

Eoghain #  01/09/14 11/07/14   19 10 41 21 54 11 76 19 81 11 103 26 104 16 106 11 106 17 110 19 

      0 SEN 0 SEN 0 SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN 0 SEN 

226 104-6671 Gaelscoil na 

Mona  01/09/15 25/08/15     
93 16 102 18 101 15 104 16 112 22 116 23 117 21 105 16 92 12 

         * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN 7 SEN * SEN 

 

DP 

No. 
School 

ref 
School 

name 

Proposed 

Implemen 

tation 

Date 

Date of 

Decision  
2016/1

7 

2017/1

8 

2018/1

9 

2019/2

0 

2020/2

1 
2021/22 2022/23 

     Enr  Y1 Enr  Y1 Enr  Y1 Enr  Y1 Enr  Y1 Enr  Y1 Enr Y1 

449 304-6685 Gaelscoil 

Éanna # 01/09/17 15/09/16 174 25 178 27 186 21 184 28 196 37 196 26 194 33 

     6 SEN 7 SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN 

515 404-6648 
Bunscoil 

Bheanna 

Boirche # 
01/09/18 29/03/18 

  
104 20 102 15 100 13 115 19 126 24 125 15 

       * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN 6 SEN * SEN 

541 201-6700 Gaelscoil 

Neachtain # 01/09/18 25/06/18   
105 22 122 22 128 21 123 19 121 15 123 16 

       * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN * SEN 7 SEN 

670 204-6689 
Gaelscoil 

Leim an 

Mhadaidh  
01/09/22 12/05/23 

          
107 17 104 17 

          * SEN * SEN 

Re SEN pupils - * indicates there are 4 or less.  # Enrolment has increased 
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234. DP 684 seeks to discontinue voluntary pre-school provision and to establish a 
26 part-time statutory NU.  Since the proposal is essentially a change in 
management/governance, it is deemed that the establishment of a statutory NU 
at Gaelscoil na Speiríní is not new nor additional part-time provision and on this 
basis the DP is considered to represent a continuation of the existing provision.  
Should provision at Naíscoil na Speiríní cease without being replaced by 
alternative IM pre-school provision, this would mean that there would be no pre-
school provision of an IM management type to meet demand for IM places in the 
area.   

 

235. Naíscoil na Speiríní currently has 23 approved funded places (but can accept up 
to 26 funded places as advised by the PEG) and has consistently provided 
between 19 and 23 funded pre-school education places in the last four academic 
years.  The proposal is for the establishment of 26 part-time places which is an 
increase of only three places.  Such a small change is unlikely to negatively 
impact other existing provision. 

 

236. Map 1 illustrates that each of IM providers generally serves a distinct catchment 
area, and this further evidences that there would not be any significant adverse 
impact on the sustainability of the neighbouring IM schools if the proposal is 
approved.  

 

237. Having considered all the evidence available, including comments provided by 
the EA, responses during the consultation and the consistent levels of 
applications and enrolments to the existing Naíscoil na Speiríní, it is considered 
that the requested statutory NU, if approved, with only a very small increase in 
the number of places, would be unlikely to have a significant detrimental impact 
on other pre-school education provision in the area. 

 

238. Based on the evidence and information available there does appear to be strong 
parental demand for pre-school education provision in the area in a setting with 
an IM management type.  Such demand, if it were to continue to transition to the 
primary school, could improve the schoolôs sustainability in the future. 

 

239. The pattern of applications and enrolments to the naíscoil demonstrates that the 
current level of demand for IM pre-school provision in the area is catered for by 
the existing provision, and that would continue to be the case if the existing 
provision were to remain in future.  However, if the existing naíscoil is unable to 
source a new site from September 2029 and was to subsequently close, the 
nearest alternative pre-school provision with an IM management type is 
approximately 10 miles away.  The CfC indicates that two options were 
considered for the naíscoil ï to remain as a voluntary naíscoil or to apply to 
become a statutory NU.  The proposal is in effect therefore seeking a change 
from non-statutory provision to statutory provision to help safeguard and cement 
the future of the existing IM pre-school provision in the area.  The CfC states that 
if the existing provision was left without a site, This presents a genuine risk to the 
development and ultimately the sustainability of the IM primary provision in the 
locality which, in turn, would undermine its contribution to Gaelcholáiste Dhoire, 
Dungiven and/or Scoil I·saef, Donaghmoreô.   
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240. As set out above, the CfC asserts that the proposal to bring both levels of 
provision under a single management authority would also ensure greater 
coherence between pre-school and foundation stage education.  

 

241. NISRA population projections for the former Magherafelt Council area predict a 
decline of 11% and just over 8% at age 3 for the periods 2018-2028 and 2018-
2043 respectively for the former Magherafelt LGD.  This suggests that demand 
for funded pre-school education places may decrease in the area over time.  The 
EAôs published Operational Plan 1 2022-24 (OP1) states that the downward 
trend in births in the Mid Ulster LGD is projected to continue.  

 

242. Gaelscoil an tSeanchaí, Gaelscoil Eoghain and Gaelscoil Neachtain each 
accepted underage pupils in 2022/23.  Map 3 illustrates that some children 
attending Naíscoil na Speiríní travel nearly five miles and are bypassing other 
good quality pre-school provision to attend the naíscoil, however, not IM 
provision . 
 

243. Four responses were received during the EAôs pre-publication consultation 
including an objection from a voluntary pre-school provider, i.e. Ballinascreen 
Early Years which is located within a two-mile radius from Gaelscoil na Speiríní.  
However, this pre-school has been oversubscribed for the last five years.  

 

244. Responses received during the two-month statutory consultation show that there 
is support for the proposal, particularly from the IM sector.  Gaelscoil Neachtain 
supports the proposal and asserts that such a nursery will benefit the growth, 
development and consolidation of Gaeloideachas/IM education in the wider 
Ballinascreen area.  There were no letters received objecting to the proposal 
during the statutory objection period.  

 

245. In discharging its duties, the Department must seek to avoid unreasonable public 
expenditure and to make the best use of the resources available to it.  There are 
significant cost implications if this proposal is approved.  Depending on the site 
identified for the new school, a new modular unit may be required for the naíscoil 
should it move with Gaelscoil na Speiríní to its new location.  The estimated cost 
for the modular unit will be over £500k with a lead-in delivery time of 
approximately 18 months.  The employment of a full-time nursery teacher and 
assistant will be required and the provision would be an additional cost to the 
ASB. 

 

246. The demands on the education capital budget far exceed funding available and 
difficult decisions are having to be taken regarding the prioritisation of capital 
investment that is available now and in future financial years.  Nevertheless, 
based on all the information available and taking into account the statutory duties 
placed upon the Department, it is considered that a 26 part-time place statutory 
NU at Gaelscoil na Speirini could be sustainable, the proposed change could be 
considered to be reasonable and could assist the primary school in increasing its 
numbers to help achieve sustainability in the longer term through ensuring the 
unitôs inclusion in the schoolôs relocation.  Although, it is not considered 
necessary to meet current or projected demand for pre-school education in the 
area, the proposal is in relation to a specific form of education and would provide 
statutory nursery provision for the IM sector. 
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247. The IM and Integrated Education (IMIE) Team in the Department is content that 
the statutory duty under Article 89 of the Education (Northern Ireland) Order 1998 
to encourage and facilitate the development of IM education has been fully 
considered and reflected in this submission. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
248. Taking into account the evidence set out above, it is recommended that you: 
 

(i) Approve DP 684 with a modification to the implementation date that: 
 
 A statutory nursery unit will be established at Gaelscoil na Speiríní to 

provide 26 part-time nursery places with effect from 1 September 2024, 
or as soon as possible thereafter. 

 
(ii) Agree that this submission (with any appropriate redactions) can be 
published on the Departmentôs website once the school, CnaG and the 
EA have been informed of your decision. 

 
249. The following appendices are attached for your consideration:- 

 
Appendix A: - Copy of Published DP 684  

Appendix B: - Case for Change for DP 684 

Appendix C: Equality Screening Template ï DP 684 

Appendix D:  Statutory DP Process: 

¶ Responses received during the Two-Month Objection Period 

Appendix E:   Education and Training Inspectorate Comments 
 
Appendix F:  DE (Policy Team) Comments 

 

 
 
EAMONN BRODERICK 
Area Planning Policy & Shared Education Campuses Team 
Ext: 69002 
Email: eamonn.broderick@education-ni.gov.uk 

cc:  Linsey Farrell 
Ronnie Armour 
Heather Cousins 
Faustina Graham 
Janis Scallon 
Lorraine Finlay 
Bill Stevenson 
Sharon Taylor 
Christine Leacock 
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Shirley Sweeney 
Press Office 
APPT 
Correspondence  
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           Appendix A 

 

EDUCATION AUTHORITY 
 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL NO 684 
 

GAELSCOIL NA SPEIRÍNÍ 
 
Notice is hereby given that a Proposal under Article 14 of the Education and Libraries 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1986 has been submitted to the Education Authority by the 
Board of Governors of Gaelscoil na Speiríní, to the effect that: 
 
A statutory nursery unit will be established at Gaelscoil na Speiríní to provide 26 
part-time nursery places, with effect from 1 September 2023, or as soon as 
possible thereafter. 
 
A copy of the Proposal and Case for Change may be inspected at the offices of the 
Education Authority, 1 Hospital Road, Omagh, BT79 0AW, between the hours of 9.00 
am and 4.30 pm and www.eani.org.uk/school-management/area-planning. 
 
Any objections or support to this Proposal should be lodged with the Area Planning 
Policy Team, Department of Education, Rathgael House, Balloo Road, Bangor, Co 
Down, BT19 7PR or emailed to dps@education-ni.gov.uk within two months of the 
date of publication of this notice.  Any letters of objection or support may be published 
on the Department of Educationôs website, with appropriate redactions, if they are 
included in full in the submission on which the outcome of the proposal is decided. 
 
The Department of Education and the Education Authority operate a regime of 
openness under the Freedom of Information Act.  Letters of objection and information 
supplied to the Department of Education and the Education Authority may be subject 
to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, if requested.  (A fee may be 
charged for supplying this information). 
 
Sara Long 
Chief Executive 
 
  

http://www.eani.org.uk/school-management/area-planning
mailto:dps@education-ni.gov.uk
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