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Key findings. 

 

The figures presented cover the 2021/22 academic year and relate to pupils of 

compulsory school age in primary, post-primary and special schools across Northern 

Ireland.  

 

• In 2021/22, 4,714 compulsory school age pupils were suspended an increase 

of 1,208 pupils compared to the 2020/21 academic year. It should be noted 

that academic year 2020/21 included periods of school closures due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic1. Since the last pre Covid-19 year, 2018/19, there has 

been an increase of 165 pupils suspended.   

 

• In 2021/22, 1.6% of compulsory school age pupils were suspended compared 

to 1.2% in 2020/21 and 1.5% in 2018/19.  

 

• In 2021/22, the 4,714 compulsory school age pupils suspended were 

suspended on a total of 7,428 occasions. 

   

• Persistent infringements of school rules was the most common reason for a 

suspension occasion. This reason was given by schools for 2,447 suspension 

occasions representing 32.9% of all occasions. 

 

• In 2021/22, 20 compulsory school age pupils were expelled in Northern 

Ireland a decrease of five pupils compared to the 2020/21 academic year. 

These numbers represent 0.007% of compulsory school age pupils in 2020/21 

compared to 0.008% in 2021/22.  

 

 

 

1 Due to Covid-19 pandemic related school closures both in 2019/20 and 202/21 

comparisons between these years and other years should be treated with caution.  
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1. Introduction. 
 

This report presents statistics on suspensions and expulsions within the 2021/22 

academic year for compulsory school age pupils in primary, post-primary and special 

schools in Northern Ireland. 

 

The report includes: 

 

• the number and percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended 

 

• characteristics of suspended compulsory school age pupils and the schools 

they attended 

 

• reasons schools report for suspending pupils of compulsory school age 

 

• the number and percentage of compulsory school age pupils expelled.  

 

The data are collated from schools’ returns to the Education Authority (EA) and 

processed by the Department of Education (DE).  

 

Due to Covid-19 pandemic related school closures both in 2019/20 and 202/21 

comparisons between these years and other years should be treated with caution.  
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2. Pupil suspensions. 

 

A suspension refers to when a pupil is excluded from a school for a set period of 

time. A pupil may be suspended for one or more occasions up to a maximum of 45 

school days in a single academic year. This total includes suspensions from previous 

schools.  

 

2.1 The number and percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended. 
 

In the academic year 2021/22, 4,714 compulsory school age pupils were suspended, 

an increase of 1,208 pupils compared to the 2020/21 academic year and an increase 

of 165 compared to 2018/19.  

 
Figure 1 Percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended in Northern 

Ireland 2011/12 – 2021/22. 

 

The percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended has increased slightly 

over the period 2011/12 to 2021/22. 

 

 

Source Education Authority & the School Census 

 

In 2011/12, 1.4% of compulsory school age pupils were suspended; 1.3% in each of 

the years 2012/13, 2013/14 and 2014/15; 1.5% in 2015/16; 1.4% in both 2016/17 
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and 2017/18; 1.5% in 2018/19; 1.1% in 2019/20; 1.2% in 2020/21; and 1.6% in 

2021/22.  

 

2.2 Number and percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended by 

school types. 

 

In 2021/22, 3,636 pupils of compulsory school age in non-grammar schools, 894 in 

grammar schools, 166 in primary schools and 18 in special schools were suspended. 

  

Figure 2: Percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended by school 

types in Northern Ireland 2021/22. 

 

The highest percentages of compulsory school age pupils were suspended in post-

primary settings, especially non-grammar schools, and lowest in primary schools in 

2021/12. 

 

 

Source Education Authority & the School Census 

 

In 2021/22, 4.9% of compulsory school age pupils in non-grammar schools were 

suspended, as were1.9% in grammar schools, 0.3% in special schools and 0.1% in 

primary schools.  
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2.3 Number and percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended by 

school management types. 

 

In 2021/22, 2,022 compulsory school age pupils were suspended while attending 

controlled schools, 1,564 while attending Catholic maintained schools and 1,128 

pupils were attending schools of another management type. 

 

Figure 3: Percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended by school 

management types in Northern Ireland 2021/22. 

 

The percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended in 2021/22 was highest 

in schools of other management types and lowest in Catholic maintained schools. 

 

 

Source Education Authority & the School Census 

Note: School management types for grant-aided schools have been amalgamated 

into three groups. The 'other types' group includes grant maintained integrated 

schools, voluntary grammar schools and other voluntary maintained schools. The 

figure for controlled schools includes controlled integrated and controlled Irish 

medium schools. 

 

In Catholic maintained schools 1.4% of compulsory school age pupils were 

suspended compared to 1.6% in controlled schools and 1.9% in schools of other 

management types. 
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2.4 Pupils of compulsory school age with one or more suspension occasion.  

 

In 2021/22, 3,333 compulsory school age pupils were suspended once, 774 were 

suspended twice and 607 were suspended on three or more occasions.  

 

Figure 4: Number of times compulsory school age pupils were suspended in 

Northern Ireland 2021/22. 

 

The vast majority of compulsory school age pupils who were suspended were 

suspended once in 2021/22. 

 

 

Source Education Authority 

 

Compulsory school age pupils that were suspended once accounted for 70.7% of all 

suspended pupils, pupils suspended twice accounted for 16.4% and pupils that were 

suspended on three or more occasions accounted for 12.9% of all pupils of 

compulsory school age that were suspended. 

 

2.5 Duration of compulsory school age pupils’ suspensions. 

 

In 2021/22, 3,945 compulsory school age pupils were suspended for five days or 

less representing 83.7% of all suspended pupils. A further 451 pupils (9.6%) were 

suspended for 6-10 days, 215 pupils (4.6%) were suspended for 11-20 days, 62 

pupils (1.3%) were suspended for 21-30 days, and 41 pupils (0.9%) were suspended 

for 31 days or more.   
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2.6 Numbers and percentages of compulsory school age pupils suspended by 

Key Stage. 

 

In 2021/22, 53 pupils in the Foundation Stage or Key Stage 1 were suspended, 115 

pupils in Key Stage 2, 2,714 pupils in Key Stage 3 and 1,832 pupils in Key Stage 4 

were suspended.    

 

Figure 5: Percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended by Key 

Stage in Northern Ireland 2021/22. 

 

The percentages of compulsory school age pupils suspended in 2021/22 were 

substantially higher in post-primary school Key Stages than primary school Key 

Stages. 

  

 

Source Education Authority & the School Census 

Note: 1. The Foundation Stage is Years 1 and 2; Key Stage 1 is Years 3 and 4; Key 

Stage 2 is Years 5 to 7; Key Stage 3 is Years 8 to 10; and Key Stage 4 is Years 11 

and 12. 

 

In the Foundation Stage or Key Stage 1, 0.1% of pupils were suspended as were the 

same percentage of pupils in Key Stage 2. In Key Stage 3, 3.6% of pupils were 

suspended and 3.8% of pupils in Key Stage 4 were suspended.  
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2.7 Gender of compulsory school age pupils suspended. 

 

In 2021/22, 3,461 boys and 1,253 girls of compulsory school age were suspended.  

These numbers of boys and girls that were suspended represent 2.2% of boys and 

0.9% of girls.  

 

2.8 Age of compulsory school age pupils suspended. 

 

In 2021/22, 2,119 suspended pupils were aged 13-14 years, 1,645 were aged 11-12 

years, 782 were aged 15 years and older, and 168 were aged under 11 years.  

These numbers of suspended pupils represent 4.2% of pupils aged 13-14 years, 

3.2% of pupils aged 11-12 years, 3.3%% of pupils aged 15 years and over, and 

0.1% of pupils aged under 11 years.  

 

2.9 Ethnicity of compulsory school age pupils suspended. 

 

In 2021/22, 4,463 white pupils and 251 pupils from a minority ethnic background[2], 

of compulsory school age, were suspended. These numbers of pupils suspended 

represent 1.6% of white pupils of compulsory school age and 1.5% from a minority 

ethnic background.  

 

2.10 Whether suspended compulsory school age pupils were Children Looked 

After. 

 

In 2021/22, 195 compulsory school age pupils suspended were Children Looked 

After[3] and 4,519 pupils were not. These numbers of suspended pupils represent 

7.4% of Children Looked After and 1.5% of children that were not. 

 

2 Minority ethnic includes Traveller pupils. 

3             k        '        s                     ‘             (         Ireland) 

          ’,     , ‘             s    k         b                s                        

who is: (a) in the care of the authority; or (b) provided with accommodation by the 

          ’    s        s                    s     .   
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2.11 Whether suspended compulsory school age pupils had Special 

Educational Needs (SEN). 

 

In 2021/22, 1,618 compulsory school age pupils who were suspended had SEN and 

3,096 pupils did not. These numbers of pupils suspended represent 2.8% of pupils 

with SEN, and 1.3% for pupils with no SEN.   

 

2.12 Religion[4] of compulsory school age pupils suspended. 

 

In 2021/22, 2,241 Catholic pupils of compulsory school age, 1,582 Protestant pupils 

and 806 pupils from another or no religion were suspended. These numbers of 

pupils of compulsory school age suspended represent 1.5% of Catholic pupils, 1.7% 

of Protestant pupils and 1.4% of pupils from another or no religion. 

 

2.13 Newcomer status[4] of compulsory school age pupils suspended. 

 

In 2021/2, 173 compulsory school age pupils who were suspended were Newcomer 

pupils and 4,456 pupils were not. These numbers of suspended pupils represent 

1.0% of Newcomer pupils and 1.6% of pupils that were not.  

 

2.14 Free School Meals Eligibility (FSME)[4] of compulsory school age pupils 

suspended. 

 

In 2021/22, 2,354 compulsory school age pupils who were suspended were FSME 

and 2,275 pupils who were suspended were not. These numbers of suspended 

pupils represent 2.7% of FSME pupils and 1.1% of pupils who were not FSME. 

 

 

 

4 This characteris     s               b      EA      s s       b                    ’s 

suspension record to the School Census. In 2020/21 this match was not possible for 

85 pupils who were suspended.     
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2.15 Compulsory school age pupils suspended in Education Authority (EA) 

regions. 

 

In 202/21, 1,062 compulsory school age pupils in the EA’s Southern region, 993 in 

the North Eastern region, 914 in the Western region, 913 in the Belfast region and 

832 in the South Eastern region were suspended.  

 

Figure 5: Percentage of compulsory school age pupils suspended by 

Education Authority regions in Northern Ireland 2021/22. 

 

The Belfast and Western regions had the highest percentage of compulsory school 

age pupils suspended in 2021/22. 

 

 

Source Education Authority & the School Census 

 

In both the Belfast region and the Western region 1.8% of compulsory school age 

pupils were suspended, 1.5% in North Eastern region, 1.4% in the South Eastern 

region and 1.4% in the Southern region were also suspended.  
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2.16 The reasons reported by schools for suspension occasions. 

 

In 2021/22, 4,714 compulsory school age pupils were suspended on a total of 7,428 

occasions.  

 

Persistent infringements of school rules was the reason for a suspension occasion 

most frequently reported by schools.  This reason was given for 2,447 suspension 

occasions representing 32.9% of all suspension occasions. 

 

Physical attack on a pupil was the reason for 1,652 suspension occasions (22.2%) 

and verbal abuse of staff was the reason for 1,488 suspension occasions (20.0%). 

The remaining reasons accounted for less than 10% in each instance.  
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3.0 Pupil expulsions. 

 

In 2021/22, 20 compulsory school age pupils were expelled across Northern Ireland, 

a decrease of five pupils compared to the 2020/21 academic year. The numbers of 

pupils expelled represent 0.007% of pupils in 2021/22 and 0.008% in 2020/21.   

 

The relatively small number of compulsory school age pupils expelled constrains the 

level of disaggregation that is possible.  

 

All compulsory school age pupils expelled were in Year 8 or above and the majority 

were males. 

 

Eight compulsory school age pupils (40%) were expelled for persistent infringements 

of school rules.  
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4.0 Country comparisons. 

 

This section of the report compares suspensions and expulsions across the 

countries of the UK. In England, Scotland and Wales the most recent complete 

annual data relates to the 2020/21 academic year. For comparative purposes In 

Northern Ireland, in the 2020/21 academic year 1.2% of compulsory school age 

pupils were suspended and 0.007% expelled. 

 

The Department for Education, England, has published their statistics on permanent 

exclusions (expulsions in Northern Ireland) and suspensions. The most recent 

statistics for a complete academic year relate to 2020/215, when 352,454 pupils were 

suspended representing 4.25% of all pupils, and 3,928 were permanently excluded 

representing 0.05% of all pupils. These figures for England relate to all pupils, in 

Northern Ireland the statistics are for Years 1-12, which aligns with compulsory 

school age. 

 

The most recent figures for Scotland6 show that in 2020/21 8,322 pupils were 

temporarily excluded (suspended in Northern Ireland) and one was removed from 

the register (expelled in Northern Ireland).  The number of pupils temporarily 

excluded represents 1.2% of all pupils, the percentage of pupils removed from the 

r   s      s           s “   ”     s        s                             s          

S6.  

 

In Wales7, the most recent figures relating to 2020/21 show that there were 13,028 

pupils of all ages in maintained primary, middle, secondary and special schools 

excluded for a fixed period (suspended in Northern Ireland), representing 2.8% of all 

 
5 Source: Permanent exclusions and suspensions in England, Academic year 

2020/21 – Explore education statistics – GOV.UK (explore-education-
statistics.service.gov.uk) 
6 Source: School exclusion statistics - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

7 Source: Permanent and fixed-term exclusions from schools: September 2020 to 

August 2021 | GOV.WALES 

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/permanent-and-fixed-period-exclusions-in-england/2020-21
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/permanent-and-fixed-period-exclusions-in-england/2020-21
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/permanent-and-fixed-period-exclusions-in-england/2020-21
https://www.gov.scot/publications/school-exclusion-statistics/
https://www.gov.wales/permanent-and-fixed-term-exclusions-schools-september-2020-august-2021-html
https://www.gov.wales/permanent-and-fixed-term-exclusions-schools-september-2020-august-2021-html
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pupils and 127 pupils were permanently excluded (expelled in Northern Ireland), 

representing 0.03% of all pupils. 
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Annex 1: Data tables 

 

Table 1: The number and percentage of pupils of compulsory school age suspended 

2011/12 – 2021/22. 

Year Number of pupils 
suspended 

Percentage of pupils  

2011/12 3879 1.4 

2012/13 3556 1.3 

2013/14 3677 1.3 

2014/15 3647 1.3 

2015/16 4156 1.5 

2016/17 4048 1.4 

2017/18 4069 1.4 

2018/19 4549 1.5 

2019/20 3342 1.1 

2020/21 3506 1.2 

2021/22 4714 1.6 

Source Education Authority & the School Census 

 

Table 2: The number and percentage of pupils of compulsory school age suspended 

by school type 2021/22. 

School Type Number of pupils 
suspended 

Percentage of pupils 

Primary 166 0.1 

Non Grammar 3636 4.9 

Grammar 894 1.9 

Special 18 0.3 

Northern Ireland 4714 1.6 

Source Education Authority & the School Census 
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Table 3: The number and percentage of pupils of compulsory school age suspended 

by school management type 2021/22. 

Management type Number of pupils 
suspended 

Percentage of pupils 

Controlled 2022 1.6 

Catholic maintained 1564 1.4 

Other 1128 1.9 

Northern Ireland 4714 1.6 

Source Education Authority & the School Census 

Note: School management types for grant-aided schools have been amalgamated 

into three groups. The 'other types' group includes grant maintained integrated 

schools, voluntary grammar schools and other voluntary maintained schools. The 

figure for controlled schools includes controlled integrated and controlled Irish 

medium schools. 

 

Table 4: Pupils of compulsory school age with one or more suspensions 2021/22. 

Number of times suspended 
Number of pupils 

suspended 

Percentage of all 

suspended pupils 

Once 3333 70.7 

Twice 774 16.4 

Three or more times 607 12.9 

Northern Ireland 4714 100.0 

Source Education Authority 

 

Table 5: Length of time pupils of compulsory school age were suspended 2021/22. 

Duration 
Number of pupils 

suspended 

Percentage of all 

suspended pupils 

5 days or less 3945 83.7 

6 -10 days 451 9.6 

11 -  20 days 215 4.6 

21 - 30 days 30 62 1.3 

31 days or more 41 0.9 

All suspended pupils 4714 100.0 

Source Education Authority 
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Table 6: The number and percentage of pupils of compulsory school age suspended 

by Key Stage 2021/22. 

Key Stage  Number of pupils 
suspended 

Percentage of pupils 

Foundation Stage and Key Stage 
1 53 0.1 

Key Stage 2 115 0.1 

Key Stage 3 2714 3.5 

Key Stage 4 1832 3.8 

Northern Ireland 4714 1.6 

Source Education Authority 
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Table 7: The number and percentage of pupils of compulsory school age suspended 

by pupil characteristics 2021/22 

Pupil characteristic 
Number of 
pupils 
suspended 

Percentage of pupils 

Gender    

Male 3461 2.2 

Female 1253 0.9 

Age    

Under 11 years 168 0.1 

11 - 12 years 1645 3.2 

13 - 14 years 2119 4.2 

15 years and older 782 3.3 

Ethnicity    

White 4463 1.6 

Minority Ethnic1 251 1.5 

Children looked after    

Yes 195 7.4 

No 4519 1.5 

Special Education Needs    

Yes 1618 2.8 

No 3096 1.3 

Religion2    

Protestant 1582 1.7 

Roman Catholic 2241 1.5 

Other including no religion 806 1.4 

Newcomer2    

Yes 173 1.0 

No 4456 1.6 

Free School Meals Eligibility2    

Yes 2354 2.7 

No 2275 1.1 

     

Northern Ireland 4714 1.6 

Source Education Authority & School Census 

Notes 1. Minority ethnic includes Traveller pupils.  

2. This characteristic is not collected by the EA and is sourced by matching the 

     ’s s s   s                            s s        1/22 this match was not 

possible for 85 pupils who were suspended. 
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Table 8: The number and percentage of pupils of compulsory school age suspended 

by Education Authority region 2021/22. 

Education Authority Region Number of 

pupils 
suspended  

Percent age of all 

pupils. 

Belfast 913 1.8 

Western 914 1.8 

North Eastern 993 1.5 

South Eastern 832 1.4 

Southern 1062 1.4 

Northern Ireland 4714 1.6 

Source Education Authority 

 

Table 9: Reasons for suspension occasions for pupils of compulsory school age 

2021/22. 

Reason for suspension occasion Number of 
occasions 

Percentage of all 
occasions 

Persistent infringements of school 
rules 

2447 32.9 

Physical attack on a pupil 1652 22.2 

Verbal abuse of staff 1488 20.0 

Disruptive behaviour in class 468 6.3 

Significant damage to property 301 4.1 

Substance abuse 288 3.9 

Verbal abuse of a pupil 251 3.4 

Bullying of a pupil 212 2.9 

Physical attack on staff 183 2.5 

Stealing 107 1.4 

Alcohol abuse 31 0.4 

Total 7428 100.0 

Source Education Authority 

Note 1. A pupil may be suspended for more than one occasion and therefore the 

number of pupils suspended in any year will be less than the number of suspension 

occasions.    
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Notes for readers. 

 

The statistics presented in this publication are classified as Experimental statistics 

and are a subset of Official Statistics which may not fully meet the standards of the 

Code of Practice for Statistics (the Code). Methods to comply fully with the Code are 

being developed.  

 

The Schools (suspension and Exclusion of Pupils) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 

1995 requires schools to immediately inform the Education Authority (EA) and in the 

case of Catholic maintained schools the Council for Catholic Maintained Schools 

(CCMS), when a pupil has been suspended or expelled.  

 

The statistics presented in this publication are derived from schools’ returns to the 

Education Authority (EA). Schools make their returns to their EA region and the 

returns are collated centrally by the EA. Subsequently the returns are provided to the 

Departm   ’s Statistics and Research Team for processing and publication of this 

report.   

 

The suspensions and expulsions data presented in this publication cover pupils of 

compulsory school age in Northern Ireland attending primary, post-primary or special 

schools.  

 

The pupil characterises of religion, Newcomer status and Free School Meals 

E    b                            s     ’s s s   s                   s       b  

matching the return to the School Census. In 2021/22 this match was not possible 

for 85 suspended pupils.    

 

Requests for further information should be addressed to:  

Michael Woods 

Analytical Services Unit  

Department of Education  

Rathgael House  

Balloo Road  

https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/1995/99/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/1995/99/made
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Bangor  

Co. Down  

BT19 7PR  

Telephone: 02891 279616  

Email: Michael.woods@education-ni.gov.uk  

 

Feedback on this publication can be provided directly to Michael Woods (contact 

details above) or via the feedback section on our website: Feedback | Department of 

Education (education-ni.gov.uk) 

https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/forms/feedback
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/forms/feedback

