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16 September 2019
Dear Principal
NEW SEN AND MEDICAL CATEGORIES — OCTOBER 2019 CENSUS

The purpose of this letter is to remind schools of the need to ensure your SEN
and Medical Registers are updated on the School Information Management
System (SIMS) to reflect the new SEN and Medical categories that were
introduced in January 2019 (DE Circular 2019/03 refers). This work needs to
be completed in time for the capture of data for the 11 October 2019 DE
annual school census.

Please note that this letter is not about the proposed changes to the SEN
Stages, namely moving from 5 stages to 3. The proposed changes to the
SEN stages will be consulted upon at the end of November 2019, when we
consult on the content of the new SEN Code of Practice. Therefore, for the
foreseeable future the 5 SEN stages are to be used to record the relevant
stage for the child with SEN.

This letter relates to the SEN and Medical categories. All schools have been
provided with training on the new SEN and Medical categories and funding
was made available to provide the sub cover necessary to release school staff
to ensure this work was progressed. It is therefore anticipated that this work
will be completed before your school submits its DENI Census return to the
Department.

All schools now have a SEN Register and a separate Medical Register on
SIMS. Those pupils with a medical diagnosis and no SEN should now be
placed on your school’s Medical Register only. If a pupil has a SEN and no
medical diagnosis they should be on the SEN Register only. Those pupils
with a medical diagnosis and a SEN (related or not) should be recorded on
both the SEN and Medical Registers.



https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/education/DE%20Circular%202019%2003%20-%20SEN%20and%20Medical%20Needs%20Categories.pdf

The guidance on the process for placing children on the SEN and Medical
Registers can be accessed on the DE website at https://www.education-
ni.gov.uk/publications/sen-and-medical-categories-guidance-schools. This
guidance also provides separate Medical Diagnosis categories and relevant
associated descriptions.

Should you have any questions in relation to this work that needs to be
completed in time for the 2019 Census please contact the Education Authority
SEND Implementation Team by email only at cyps-send@eani.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

SHARON LAWLOR
Head of Special Education and Inclusion Review Team
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