
 (47.7%) of all meals eaten were not provided by the school

Official Statistics

Source: DE; NI education school meals census, 2020/21 Contact: Mealcensus@education-ni.gov.uk

Uptake of Free School Meals

School Meals in Northern Ireland, 2020/21

Uptake of School Meals (Free and Paid)

Entitlement to Free School Meals (FSME)

72,343
free school meals

were taken by FSME pupils

Nursery Primary and Prep

Non Grammar Grammar Special

Uptake 74.9%

Across all grant-aided schools, 97,631 (28.4%) pupils were entitled to free school meals, 
an increase of 945 on the previous year

Uptake
82.5%

Uptake
77.1%

Uptake
72.2%

Uptake
70.3%

Uptake
74.7%

4,867 on the previous year

Nursery

Primary and Prep

Non Grammar

35.4%

28.5%

37.1%

Grammar

Special

Total

13.7%

50.9%

28.4%

Change from last year

school meals were provided on Census Day for children in Northern Ireland

90,257 (55.5%) of school meals provided were paid meals

 of all meals that were eaten on Census Day

162,600

This is 52.3% 

72,343 (44.5%) of school meals provided were free meals

148,302
- this can include pupils bringing their own food into school
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