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18.9% 

Free school meal entitlement 29.5% 

28.1% 

primary (yr 1-7) pupils 

post-primary pupils 

18.5% 

51,541 

39,928 

0.9% 
29.3% total pupils^ 94,569 

18.5% 

^ primary years 1-7, post-primary, and special school pupils 

0.2% 
0.6% 

17.4% Non-grammar Grammar 

2009/10 2013/14 2018/19 

14.1% 39.2% 

Uptake of free school meals 

Primary 84.1% 
Grammar 80.4% 
Special 80.7% 

Non-grammar 76.0% 
Nursery 72.2% 

Attendance 
2017/18 figures FSME Non-FSME 

Register Register 

91.9% 95.3% 

Free school meal entitlement has strong links to deprivation 
% pupils entitled to free school meals 

14.2% 21.1% 26.6% 35.5% 65.3% 
8.7% 15.5% 23.3% 31.5% 47.1% 

Pupils resident Pupils resident 
in the 10% in the 10% 

least deprived most deprived MDM decile 
wards wards 

Special educational needs 

SEN with a 47.3% statement 

SEN without 42.9% a statement 

No special 24.8% educational needs 

Performance of free school meal entitled pupils 
2017/18 figures 

22.0% Pupils FSME 
achieving 

3+ A 
Levels 
A*-C Non-FSME 47.1% 

Non-FSME 78.1% 

Pupils 
achieving FSME 48.6% 
5+ GCSEs 
A*-C (inc. 
English 

and 
Maths) 

School leavers' destinations - FSME 
2017/18 figures 

FSME Non-FSME 
Higher 

Education 23.5% 49.7% 

Further 
Education 42.3% 30.5% 

Employment 11.7% 9.0% 

Training 16.0% 7.9% 

Unemployment 3.9% 1.5% 

Source: NI school census; School meals census; School leavers' survey Contact: statistics@education-ni.gov.uk 


