
Irish medium education 
2018/19 - Key statistics 

Primary Post-primary Nursery units Pre-schools 
schools schools 

Settings 
Irish medium schools 28 2 17 28 

Irish medium units 7 3 1 -

Irish medium enrolments continue to rise 6,519 
total pupils educated in Irish 335 medium education 

Enrolments 
4,351 primary 1-7 pupils in IM education 195 

3,437 

2,365 

98 1,203 post-primary pupils in IM education 
570 965 pre-school pupils in IM education 42 502 

Change on last year 2005/06 2018/19 

Irish medium 
unit enrolments 

6,519 
IM 

pupils 
5,211 

1,308 79 Irish 
on last year medium 

school 
enrolments 

256 
on last year 

Free school meal entitlement Irish-medium English-medium 

Primary (years 1-7) 

Post-primary  

37.4% 29.3% 

51.3% 27.9% 

75.2% no special 
1,616 Irish medium 21 

educated pupils with on last year SEN without a statement 22.8% special educational needs 
Statement of SEN 2.0% 

educational needs 

Performance of Irish medium educated pupils 
2017/18 figures 

Irish- 30.6% Pupils medium achieving 
3+ A Levels 

A*-C English- 40.7% 
medium 

Irish-Pupils 73.5% 
achieving 5+ medium 
GCSEs A*-C 
(inc. English English- 70.6% and Maths) medium 

School leavers' destinations 
2017/18 figures 

Irish-medium English-medium 
Higher 

Education 41.8% 43.1% 

Further 
Education 22.4% 33.6% 

Employment 18.4% 9.7% 

Training 14.3% 9.9% 

Unemployment 3.1% 2.1% 

Source: NI school census; School leavers survey Queries? Contact: statistics@education-ni.gov.uk 


